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MAYA Yoshida says he is 
determined to show his 
value to Saints. 

The Japanese international is 
currently one of just two 
experienced centre halves 
available to manager Ronald 
Koeman, writes ADAM LEITCH. 

Yoshida has been in and out of 
the side over the past year or so, 
but wants to get himself regular 
first team football in the 
upcoming season. 

He said: “I have to show my 
value and who I am to the 
manager and the teammates 
because I want to play as much 
as I can and just do my job.” 

The first chance for Yoshida to 
Continued on page 2 


Maya Yoshida 
celebrates his 
goal against 
Feyenoord on 
Thursday 
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Classy Jordy has potential 
to be the new Schneiderlin 
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THIS summer has so far seen 
two fine examples of how to, 
and how not to, leave a foot¬ 
ball club. 

Toby Alderweireld showed us, 
along with Nathaniel Clyne, how not 
to do it. 

In Alderweireld’s case, you give eve¬ 
ry indication you’ll sign for Saints 
and then surprise everyone by sign¬ 
ing for a team we’re in direct compe¬ 
tition with. 

And all of this with Saints having 
no knowledge whatsoever that the 
player wouldn’t honour his commit¬ 
ment to the club in which he had 
quite publicly stated his desire to 
stay at earlier in the year. It all boils 
down to money, yet again. 

In Alderweireld’s case Saints would 
appear to have broken the bank to 
try and sign him and yet he signs for 
a club on exactly the same level as 
Saints right now. 

Clyne this week past spoke to the 
media about how he felt wanted at 
Anfield. 

Wanted?? You’d think that six 
months of intense contract negotia¬ 
tions at St Mary’s would have given 
anyone with half a brain the feeling 
that they were wanted, but not Clyne. 

I wrote previously that if Clyne 
suddenly starts for England whilst 
a Liverpool player then that would 
blow apart the theory that any player 
can play for England if they’re good 
enough. 

Clyne, whilst a Saints player, was 
right back in the second tightest de¬ 
fence in England... and still couldn’t 
get a start for his country. 

Will that change following a huge 
pay rise? You can guess what I think 
will happen... 

Morgan Schneiderlin’s £25m move 
to Manchester United proved an 
interesting contrast. Schneiderlin 
received, unfairly in my opinion, a 
negative response to his disappoint¬ 
ment at not being allowed to leave St 
Mary’s last season. 

Looking back, can you blame him? 
Five players had gone and he was 
arguably better than them, certainly 


Jordy Clasie could be a masterstroke of a signing by Saints. 


the most consistent and influential. 

He was then told, in no uncertain 
terms, that whilst the others had 
left for bigger wage packets he had 
to stay. Had that been you or I in our 
normal place of work, we’d have been 
fuming too. 

The fact that Schneiderlin gave us 
probably his best season is a testa¬ 
ment to the player and I for one wish 
him nothing but the best. 

Unlike Clyne, he is playing for a 
genuinely big club and playing in the 
Champions League. 

Who could begrudge him that? 

The professionalism he showed in 
his last season should hopefully give 
him a warm welcome when he re¬ 
turns to St Mary’s, unlike any of the 
other, more mercenary, players. 

On the transfer front, Saints appear 
to have done well, yet again. 

Jordy Clasie appears to be a master¬ 
stroke of a signing. 

Young, capped and the proud pos¬ 
sessor of a World Cup bronze medal. 


Saints have him and £18 million in 
the bank. 

If Clasie proves to anywhere near 
the player we think he could be, then 
Schneiderlin’s departure could prove 
to be the shrewdest piece of work in 
this, or any other, transfer window. 

It does make you wonder just where 
we will go this season? 

There is surely only a limited 
amount of times that you can sell big 
and buy cheaper but Saints appear to 
continually keep doing just that. 

To gain over £25 million for Sch¬ 
neiderlin and then get a player with 
equal potential for £8 million marks a 
yet another superb piece of business. 

The negative side is that you never 
seem to get attached to players the 
way you used to. 

Today’s hero is tomorrow’s shirt 
amnesty and the player you love to¬ 
day will either see out his contract 
and leave or hustle for a move a year 
before that contract ends. 

The club’s shirt amnesty was a love¬ 


ly gesture but, sadly, it’s reflective of 
the way footballers are transient in a 
football club’s history. 

The biggest news of the week is the 
announcement that Saints’ season 
ticket base is now heading to excess 
of 20,000. It marks yet another high 
in the club’s recent history as South¬ 
ampton FC just goes from strength to 
strength. 

When you look back at how low 
we’d sunk before the Liebherrs took 
over, it makes each season’s achieve¬ 
ments all the more impressive. 

This season? To stay where we are 
would be impressive but realistically 
Saints’ only real chance of success 
lies with a decent cup run and let’s 
be honest, we’re long overdue one. 

Forget any ambitions of qualifying 
for Europe this year, top ten should 
be the aim and anything else should 
be a added extra. You can’t lose five 
first team players one year and three 
the next and expect to carry on as if 
nothing happened. 



Yoshida is 
ready to 
perform 

from front page 

prove himself could come when 
Saints start competitive action 
with their Europa League opener 
against Vitesse next week. 

They got a good warm-up on 
their pre-season tour to Holland, 
which was rounded off by a 3-0 
win over Feyenoord at De Kuip, 
a game in which Yoshida scored 
with a header from a Steven 
Davis free kick. 

“We have to keep continuing 
like this,” he said. 

“We have some new players 
but we are in a good way and 
next week we have the qualifying 
round for the Europa League. 

As the manager said, we have 
to be ready and start from this 
game. Good preparation for the 
qualifying game. 

“Feyenoord is a little bit better 
than Groningen; next week we 
have another game against a 
similar Dutch team. They all want 
to play football - it’s a good test 
and good training for us. 

“I feel we’re getting better now, 
but still we need to improve 
more. Last 10 minutes we lost 
too much ball and even after the 
3-0 we should play calmer and 
control the game.” 

He added: “I felt very good 
because this is one of the best 
stadiums in Holland, Grazi 
[Pelle] back here, of course to 
score and make a clean sheet 
is good.” 

Yoshida’s goal was proof that 
Saints continue to improve on 
set-pieces - and the defender 
also revealed he got a potentially 
lucky charm from a teammate. 

“I got Graziano’s gel, so he said 
for sure you’re going to score,” 
joked Yoshida. 

“Maybe next time I’ll have it 
again. 

“Defensively we have done well 
from set-pieces, offensively we 
need a little bit more. 

“So far so good, we have good 
takers, so we need to score 
more.” 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend's 



column on all things football 



Stones could be a new 
captain, leader, legend 



John Stones in action against Saints. Above right - Jose Mourinho. 


UP and down the country, you’d 
have a hard time finding anyone who 
would heavily criticise Everton’s 
John Stones. 

A stylish defender, his former Barnsley man¬ 
ager David Flitcroft said in 2013 that Stones 
was an ‘exceptional player’ who was ‘physi¬ 
cally dominant’ possessing lots of energy with 
a host of attacking capabilities. 

Most of all, he claimed ‘Stonesy is the best 
learner’ he had worked with suggesting that 
new manager Roberto Martinez would love be¬ 
ing able to train and mould this talent. 

He was correct. Arguably the only manager 
in the top flight who would afford him oppor¬ 
tunities and accept any subsequent mistakes 
which would occasionally be the by-product of 
his elegant runs into midfield. 

Seemingly as adept at right back as he is in 
central defence, he has all the attributes to de¬ 
velop as an effective holding midfielder as well 
as the previous positions mentioned. He played 
rather successfully as a wing back in some of 
his early games for home town club Barnsley. 

Bought for just £3million on transfer deadline 
day in January ,2013, former boss Moyes used 
his new charge sparingly, making only U21 
team appearances for the remainder of that 
season. 

Always protective and encouraging of his 
young players, Martinez showed this emphati¬ 
cally with his slamming of the £20 million bid 
made by Chelsea’s Jose Mourinho this week. 

He chastised Mourinho for both the price sug¬ 
gested and the manner in which the process 
was gone about: “I think one thing is clear, we 
pride ourselves in playing a certain way and 
educating our young players in a manner in 
which they will always attract attention from 
elsewhere - and that is a footballing compli¬ 
ment. 

“The other side is that another club is mak¬ 
ing such a statement in the press so openly. I 
don’t think that is the way we would do it at 
Ever ton.” 

It is clear to see why Mourinho wants him so 
urgently. He is probably the closest to John Ter¬ 
ry that England have produced since the Chel¬ 
sea man’s graduation to the first team in 1998. 

This puts starkly into focus the fact that Chel¬ 
sea haven’t progressed anyone to stay in the 
first team in the years since. 

Mourinho stated he only wanted ‘one more 
signing’ over the summer, and that must be 
John Stones. But they will need to break the 
bank and due to put in a second bid of £26m, 
the club are reportedly willing to reach £34m. 

With Everton holding the cards, they will not 
like the public nature of the dealings and may 
wish to hold out for £40m which would com¬ 
fortably beat the previous transfer record for 
a British defender of £30m paid for Rio Ferdi¬ 
nand by Manchester United to Leeds United in 
2002. 

I suggest Chelsea will do whatever it takes as 


they are in desperate need of a replacement 
for Terry 

With great anticipation, wonderful pass¬ 
ing and positioning, he racked up stats last 
season which bettered some of those of the 
current Chelsea centre halves. 

With a desire to bring the ball out from 
defence in a style more akin to that of Rio 
Ferdinand, he also possesses pace which 
could make him a better-rounded defender 
than Terry. If his progression continues as 


expected, he could easily captain both Chelsea 
and England. 

Having learnt to be confident on the ball and to 
take risks under Martinez, he could only benefit 
massively from the defensive structure under 
Mourinho to improve that side of his game. 

Everton have claimed they no longer need to 
sell their best talents, but their resolve will be 
tested immensely with Mourinho desperately 
needing his man if he truly wants to create a dy¬ 
nasty at Stamford Bridge. 
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1 il A I I I— and football knowledge and is 

A m k I open to readers of the competitor whose cross is nearest 


THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£47,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

gmM 0k gk 0k noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

m~ *B lg MM ig IHilreSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I m CC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

Ar 0L I ■ IIIIII 111 - 10 for Dorset Echo 

Ul m ■ | WWW prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 
20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, 

Dorset Echos, Brighton Argus and 
Sunday Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 



Winners 


2 August 
2015 


Competition number S28 


WINNER 


JACKPOT WINNER no 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Ms S Oldfield, Winchester, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


P Baker, Southampton, Hants 
D Baldwin, Southampton, Hants 
P Boyle, Southampton, Hants 
K Collins, Southampton, Hants 
G Cornick, Winchester, Hants 
D Forder, Southampton, Hants 
D Goulding, Southampton, Hants 
M Hayles, Southampton, Hants 
A Harvey, Southampton, Hants 
M Jessup, Southampton, Hants 


S Lange, Warsash, Hants 
J McBurnie, Southampton, Hants 
T Mason, Southampton, Hants 
R Nias, Eastleigh, Hants 
P Perrin, Southampton, Hants 
K Rowe, Southampton, Hants 
A Sainsbury, Southampton, Hants 
B Thorn, Chandlers Ford, Hants 
E Vaughan, Hedge End, Hants 
K Wyre, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 




competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 
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convenience 
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posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
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newsagents and all 
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Southern Daily Echo 
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Adam Rant 



weeWsbig talking 


Bairstow could be 
a balance shifter 



Selectors right to 
put Bell at three 
to stop Aussies 

ENGLAND’S selectors have 
come up with a way of trying 
to look like they aren’t pan¬ 
icking, while they surely are 
panicking. 

The second Test mauling at the 
hands of Australia was a pretty rap¬ 
id reality check to the highs of the 
first game. 

The Ashes may well be level at 1-1 
with three Tests to go, but the mo¬ 
mentum is all with the Aussies. 

The brutal way in which they de¬ 
molished England’s batting attack 
in both innings of the second Test, 
and particularly the meek surren¬ 
der in the second, felt like a massive 
swing. 

This is not a vintage Aussie side, 
far from it, and as such you get the 
sense that they can doubt them¬ 
selves, no matter how much bravado 
they naturally try and put on dis¬ 
play for the watching world. 

To allow them not only off the hook 
after the first Test, but to so firmly 
assert their dominance makes life 
doubly difficult. 

They will be full of confidence, 
they will be rampant, heading into 
the third Test at Edgbaston. 

England’s selectors had to do 
something after such a heavy de¬ 
feat, particularly as there have been 
questions over the top order for 
some time anyway. 

Jonny Bairstow has come into the 
squad for Gary Ballance and there is 
news that Ian Bell is to bat at num¬ 
ber three. 

It’s about time springs to mind. 

Say what you like about Bell’s ca¬ 
reer, but he is one of the most expe¬ 
rienced Test batsmen in the world 
now. 

If he cannot bat at three, as he has 
done so successfully at county level, 
at this stage, and when his country 
really need him to deliver, then it is 
time to move on. 

Bairstow has at least some form 
under his belt to bring into the Test, 
while Ballance has looked totally 
out of sorts. 

You could argue that further 
changes needed to be made, but to 
have gone too drastic would have 
sent out a message of fear and dis¬ 
array, even if you sense that might 
actually be the case. 

It’s not just the team selection or 
the players to blame, but you have 
to ask why we seem to be producing 
pitches which suit the Aussies? 


England’s Jonny Bairstow 

You know the firepower that they 
have at their disposal, and you know 
the conditions in which they will 
thrive. 

So why on earth produce wick¬ 
ets that will give something to raw 


pace? It played into their hands. 

We should be producing tradition¬ 
al English wickets, something with 
a bit of juice and a bit of green on 
top. That would suit our players. 

When Australia play at home you 


don’t see such generosity 
We really are at a pivotal time in 
this series. 

If England don’t change the mo¬ 
mentum immediately things are go¬ 
ing to go downhill fast. 


Fury says 
Klitschko 
is boring 

TYSON Fury might be right in 
what he says about Wladimir 
Klitschko, but backing it up 
by beating the heavyweight 
champion is going to be a 
tough call. 

The pair meet at the end of 
October in a mouth-watering 
fight. 

Fury, ever the entertainer, 
was full of bravado at a press 
conference this week. 

He said the world was 
bored of Klitschko’s robotic 
style of boxing and 
domination of the 
heavyweight scene, and that 
everybody wanted some fresh 
blood to take over. 

You can admire Klitschko 
the boxing technician, but he 
is not an entertainer, and so 
there is certainly some truth 
to Fury’s words. 

The problem he faces 
though is actually beating 
Klitschko and genuinely 
changing things. 

Fury has all the tools - he 
can match the size of his 
opponent for a start, he is a 
heavy puncher, he seemingly 
doesn’t have any awe or fear 
of his much lauded foe. 

But, though we often think 
of Klitschko as simply 
blowing away sub-standard 
opposition, he actually has 
overcome tough tests before. 

A changing of the guard 
would be nice, but Fury faces 
an uphill battle to make it 
happen. 

Opens not 
auctions 

THE BBC can be hugely 
frustrating. 

Many people call for sport 
to be on terrestrial television, 
as the procession towards 
satellite channels continues 
seemingly unabated. 

The BBC have a prestige 
event like The Open, it runs 
into an extra day on the 
Monday and rather than 
clearing the schedules, 
instead it’s Bargain Hunt and 
such like until into the 
afternoon. 

Now sport is not the be all 
and end all in life, and sports 
fans have to respect that not 
everybody wants to watch it. 

But when the BBC have 
multiple channels on which 
they can broadcast, and 
spend outrageous amounts of 
money sending countless 
staff to cover the event, they 
could surely have found a 
way. 

As is often the way, you feel 
the biggest threat to the BBC 
getting live sport and 
retaining it is the BBC itself. 
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HOW are the Premier League clubs getting 
on in pre-season? Jason Lewis rounds up the 
action so far ... 


ARSENAL 

Singapore Select XI 0 Arsenal 4 (Akpom 30, 
76 pen, 79, Wilshere 60 pen) - Barclays Asia 
Trophy, National Stadium, Singapore 
Former Saint Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 
played just over an hour as Arsenal began 
their pre-season in style. 

Everton 1 Arsenal 3 (Walcott 22, Cazorla 
58, Ozil 62) - Barclays Asia Trophy, National 
Stadium, Singapore 

Ex-Saint Theo Walcott opened the scoring 
for the Gunners with a smart finish after great 
anticipation to latch onto Santi Cazorla’s 
through ball. 

Fellow ex-Saints Calum Chambers and 
Oxlade-Chamberlain also both featured. 

Chambers played the full 90 minutes at 
centre back, whilst the Ox came on at half¬ 
time. 

Lyon (H) July 25 - Emirates Cup 
Wolfsburg (H) July 26 - Emirates Cup 
Chelsea (N) August 2 - Community Shield, 
Wembley Stadium 

ASTON VILLA 

Aston Villa (Kozak 66) 1 Fulham 3 - Estadio 
Nora, Faro, Portugal 
Aston Villa 0 Sporting Braga 0 - Estadio 
Nora, Faro, Portugal 

Swindon 0 Aston Villa 2 (Sinclair 29, Sellars 
82) - County Ground 

Walsall (A) July 25 - Bescot Stadium 
Wolves (A) July 28 - Molineux 
Nottingham Forest (A) August 1 - City 
Ground 

AFC BOURNEMOUTH 

Philadelphia Union 1-4 AFC Bournemouth 
(King 20, Wilson 26, Pugh 62, Rantie 85 pen) 
- PPL Park, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 

Exeter City 1-2 AFC Bournemouth (Gosling 
53, Stanislas 77) 

Nantes (A) July 25 - Stade de la Beaujoire, 
Nantes, France 

Yeovil Town (A) July 28 - Huish Park 
Cardiff City (H) July 31 
Hoffenheim (A) August 1 - Rhein-Neckar 
Arena, Hoffenheim, Germany 

CHELSEA 

New York Red Bulls 4 Chelsea (Remy 27, 
Hazard 75) 2 - International Champions Cup, 
Red Bull Arena, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

Paris Saint-Germain (N) July 25 — 
International Champions Cup, Bank of 
America Stadium, Charlotte, U.S.A. 

Barcelona (N) July 29 - International 
Champions Cup, FedEx Field, Washington 
D.C., U.S.A. 

Arsenal (N) August 2 - Community Shield, 
Wembley Stadium 

Fiorentina (H) August 5 - International 
Champions Cup 

CRYSTAL PALACE 

Barnet 3 Crystal Palace 5 (Gayle 3,11,50, 
Allassani 76, Campbell 83) - The Hive 
Stadium 

Union Berlin 2 Crystal Palace 0 - Stadion 
An Der Alten Forsterei, Berlin, Germany 

Supersport United (N) July 24 - Cape Town 
Cup, Cape Town Stadium, South Africa 
Sporting Lisbon/Ajax Cape Town (N) July 
26 - Cape Town Cup, Cape Town Stadium, 
South Africa 

Fulham (A) August 1 - Craven Cottage 
Dagenham and Redbridge (A) August 3 - 
Victoria Road 


EVERTON 

Swindon Town 0 Everton 4 (Mirallas 49, 53, 
Lukaku 89, McAleny 90) - County Ground 
Everton 0 Stoke City 0 (Everton win 5-4 on 
penalties) - Barclays Asia Trophy, National 
Stadium, Singapore 

Everton (Barkley 75) 1 Arsenal 3 - Barclays 
Asia Trophy, National Stadium, Singapore 

Hearts (A) July 26 - Tynecastle 
Dundee (A) July 28 - Dens Park 
Leeds United (A) August 1 - Elland Road 
Villarreal (H) August 2 

LEICESTER CITY 

Lincoln City 1 Leicester City 3 (Mahrez 33, 
Kramaric 80, Vardy 90’) - Sincil Bank 
Former Saints captain Dean Hammond 
played the opening 45 minutes in Claudio 
Ranieri’s first game in charge of the Foxes. 

continued on facing page 
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m CHELSEA LINK 


THERE are a handful of similar¬ 
ities between Saints and their 
Europa League opponents 
Vitesse Arnham. 

The first one, obviously, is that 
Ronald Koeman has managed both 
clubs. 

The Dutch legend’s first manager¬ 
ial role was with Vitesse in 2000/01 
after he left Barcelona where he 
was part of Louis van Gaal’s coach¬ 
ing staff. 

He guided Vitesse to sixth place in 
his sole season in charge, though 
they were level on points with 
fourth placed Roda and fifth placed 
Utrecht. 

Like Saints, Vitesse have never 
won their respective league. 

Like Saints, their best finish has 
been second. 

Saints were runners-up to 
Liverpool in 1984, while Vitesse 
have been second in the Eredivisie 
five times - in 1897-98,1902-03,1912- 
13,1913-14 and 1914-15. 

More recent efforts saw them fin¬ 
ish third in 1997-98, whilst Wilfried 
Bony’s goals fired them to fourth in 
2012/13. 

The club has reached the KNVB 
Dutch Cup final three times - 1912, 
1927 and 1990. They lost all three 
finals. 

Similarly to Saints, Vitesse have a 
recent history of having to sell 
their most prized assets. 

This summer they have lost two 
of their star men in Marko 
Vejinovic and Davy Propper. 

Midfielder Vejinovic joined 
Feynoord for a reported £2.45m 
after scoring 10 league goals last 
season. 

The only Vitesse player who 
scored more in the Eredivisie was 
Chelsea loanee Bertrand Traore, 
who managed 13. 

The 19-year-old from Burkino 
Faso has yet to appear in Chelsea’s 
first team, and first spent a loan 
spell at Vitesse in the second half of 
2013/14. 

Midfielder Propper, meanwhile, 
joined PSV Eindhoven for a fee in 
the region of £3.15m. 

In the summer of 2013, Swansea 
signed Bony from the Dutch side 
for a club record £12m. That was 
after he fired 31 goals on his way to 
topping the goal charts in the 
Eredivise. 

The same summer, Vitesse also 
sold Marco van Ginkel to Chelsea 
for a reported £8m fee. 

This all came 12 months after 
Manchester United signed left- 
back Alexander Buttner for £3.5m. 

Buttner was on Saints’ radar at 
the time, but in the end the player 
went to Old Trafford for an ill-fated 
spell. 

In Europe, Vitesse have had little 
success. 

Their best effort came in the 2002- 
03 season, where they made it to 
the third round of the UEFA Cup, 
losing to Liverpool 2-0 on aggre¬ 
gate. 

Last time out in the Europa 




CHRISTIAN ATSU 


League, in 2013/14, they lost at in 
the third qualifying round to 
Romanian side Petrolul Ploiesti 3-2 
over two legs. 

The club’s full name is Stichting 
Betaald Voetbal Vitesse, common¬ 
ly shortended to just Vitesse or 
Vitesse Arnhem across Europe. 

The club’s nickname FC 
Hollywood aan de Rijn translates 
to FC Hollywood on the Rhine. 

Vitesse’s home, the Gelre Dome, 
has a capacity of 25,000 and has the 
rather unique ability of a convert¬ 
ible pitch that can be retracted to 
allow concerts to take place at the 
stadium without the playing sur¬ 
face being damaged. 

Chelsea will have a keen eye on 
how Vitesse fare in their two 
matches against Saints. 

That is because the two clubs 


have a very close relationship 
borne out of the friendship between 
Chelsea owner Roman 
Abramovich and Vitesse owner 
Alexander Chigrinsky. 

Vitesse last summer agreed a 
three-year sponsorship deal with 
Truphone, a company part-owned 
by Abramovich. 

Abramovich paid £70million for a 
23.3 per cent share in the interna¬ 
tional mobile phone network in 
2013 - his biggest investment in a 
British-based company since he 
bought Chelsea in 2003. 

Since 2010, a remarkable total of 
18 players have been loaned to 
Vitesse from the Blues, including 
midfield enforcer Nemanja Matic 
and current Bournemouth loanee 
Christian Atsu. 

Chelsea players currently at 
Vitesse are winger Izzy Brown and 
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Mansfield Town (A) July 25 - Field Mill 
Burton Albion (A) July 28 - Pirelli Stadium 
Rotherham United (A) July 29 - New York 
Stadium 

Birmingham City (A) August 1 - St Andrews 


TO SAINTS’ RIVALS 



VITESSE’S HOME GROUND: The Gelre Dome where Saints will play the second leg. 


midfielders Lewis Baker, Danilo 
Pantic, and Nathan. 

At 18, Brown will be looking to 
gain first team experience at the 
Dutch side. 

England Under 20s captain Baker 
had spells on loan at MK Dons and 
Sheffield Wednesday last term, but 
is spending the season in Holland. 

Both Pantic and Nathan joined 
Chelsea this summer, from FK 
Partizan and Athletico Paranaense 
respectively, and have been imme¬ 
diately loaned out to Vitesse. 

Chelsea players have topped the 
Vitesse league goal charts for the 
last two seasons. 

Prior to Traore’s 13-goal haul last 
term, Lucas Piazon was top scorer 
with 11 goals in 2013/14. 

Key players 


Guram Kashia - The Vitesse 
captain provides experience to the 
squad having played 151 league 
games for the club since joining 
from Dinamo Tbilisi in 2010. 

The centre back has featured for 
the Georgian national side on 27 
occassions and was awarded his 
country’s Player of the Year award 
in both 2012 and 2013. 

Sheran Yeini - Summer signing 
Yeini brings versatility and talent 
to the Vitesse side. 

The Israeli defensive midfielder 
can also play right back and centre 
back and joined the Dutch side 
from Maccabi Tel Aviv after nine 
years at the club. 

In his time there, Yeini made 333 
league appearances on his way to 


winning the Israeli Premier 
League three times in succession 
from 2012 to 2015. 

Lewis Baker - Baker is one of 
the four Chelsea players on loan at 
Vitesse this season. 

Despite being just 20, he is the old¬ 
est of the quartet from Stamford 
Bridge. 

Baker made his first team debut 
in the FA Cup in 2014 against 
Derby County. 

Last season he spent a month on 
loan at Sheffield Wednesday mak¬ 
ing four appearances, before play¬ 
ing the remainder of the season on 
loan at MK Dons, where he scored 
three goals in 12 league appear¬ 
ances. 



ROMAN ABRAMOVICH 


EMAIL YOUR SPORTS NEWS TO echospoii@dailyecho.co.uk 


LIVERPOOL 

Liverpool (Markovic 2, Sakho 41, Lallana 51, 
Origi 85) 4-0 Thai All Stars - Rajamangala 
National Stadium, Bangkok, Thailand 

Nathaniel Clyne made his debut for the 
Reds, coming on as a sub at half time as the 
entire XI was altered after the interval. 

Adam Lallana started his second season on 
Merseyside in style as he collected Jordan 
Henerdson’s chipped through ball before 
drilling home with his left foot to open the 
scoring in the first half. 

Rickie Lambert also featured in the first half. 

Brisbane Roar 1 -2 Liverpool (Lallana 27, 
Milner 74) - Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, 
Australia 

Lallana made it two goals in as many 
games with a fine curling effort from the left 
hand side of the box. 

Clyne made his first start and looked bright 
down the right flank. Lambert came on as a 
second half substitute, making a 15 minute 
cameo. 


Adelaide United 0-2 Liverpool (Milner 67, 
Ings 88) - Adelaide Oval, Adelaide, Australia 

Clyne started again and played a key part in 
the game, providing a perfectly weighted ball 
through the defence for Danny Ings to race 
clear and score. 

Lallana also featured from the outset, 
although had little impact in the game. 

Malaysia XI (A) July 24 - Stadium Nassional 
Bukit Jalil, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

HJK (A) August 1 - Olympic Stadium, 
Helsinki, Finland 

Swindon Town (A) August 2 - County 
Ground 


MANCHESTER CITY 

Melbourne City 0-1 Manchester City (Nasri 
86) - Cbus Stadium, Melbourne, Australia 
AS Roma 2-2 Manchester City (Sterling 3, 
Iheanacho 51) (Manchester City win 5-4 on 
penalties) - International Champions Cup, 
MCG, Melbourne, Australia 

Real Madrid (N) July 24 - International 
Champions Cup, MCG, Melbourne, Australia 

MANCHESTER UNITED 

Club America 0-1 Manchester United 
(Schneiderlin 5) - International Champions 
Cup, CenturyLink Field, Seattle, U.S.A. 

Morgan Schneiderlin marked his United 
debut in perfect fashion with a header after 
just five minutes to open United’s tour of 
America with a win. 

Luke Shaw also featured in the game, start¬ 
ing at left back for the Red Devils. 

San Jose Earthquakes 1 -3 Manchester 
United (Mata 32, Depay 36, Pereira 61) - 
International Champions Cup, Avaya Stadium, 
San Jose, U.S.A. 

Both Schneiderlin and Shaw played the 
opening 45 minutes. 

Barcelona (N) July 25 - International 
Champions Cup, Levi’s Stadium, Santa Clara, 
U.S.A. 

Paris Saint-Germain (N) July 30 - 
International Champions Cup, Soldier Field, 
Chicago, U.S.A. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 

Gateshead 0 Newcastle United 1 (Cisse 6 
pen) - International Stadium 
Club Atlas 2 Newcastle United 1 (Sissoko 
45) - Miller Park, Milwaukee 
Sacramento Republic 0 Newcastle United 1 
(Kiffe og 48) - Bonney Field, Sacramento 
Portland Timbers 4 Newcastle United 3 
(Wijnaldum 6, Aarons 75, 76) - Proidence 
Park, Portland 

Sheffield United (A) July 26 - Bramall Lane 
York City (A) July 29 - Bootham Crescent 
Borussia Monchengladbach (H) August 1 

NORWICH CITY 

Gorleston 0 Norwich City 7 (Jerome 4, 9, 

31, Andreu 26, Odjidja-Ofoe 34, Grabban 69, 
Howson 72) - Emerald Park 
Hitchin Town 0 Norwich City 10 (Jerome 15, 
27, Andreu 51, 62, 75, Hooper 54, Hoolahan 
57 pen, O’Neil 64, 85, Whittaker 90) - Top 
Field 

Cambridge United 1 -3 Norwich City 
(Hooper 59 pen, van Wolfswinkel 62, Toffolo 
95) - Abbey Stadium cont on page 8 
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Maccabi Haifa 1 Norwich City 0 - Kufstein- 
Arena, Kufstein, Austria 
FC Augsburg (N) July 25 - Am Sportplatz 2, 
Prien am Chiemsee, Germany 
West Ham United (H) July 28 
Brentford (H) August 1 

SAINTS 

RB Leipzig 5 Southampton 4 (Juanmi 25, 
Rodriguez 53, 90+1, Cedric 79) - Sportklub 
Bischofshofen, Austria 
Valencia 1 Southampton 0 - Red Bull 
Arena, Salzburg, Austria 
Red Bull Salzburg 2 Southampton 0 - Red 
Bull Arena, Salzburg, Austria 
FC Groningen 0 Southampton 3 (Fonte 24, 
Mane 52, Pelle 72) - Euroborg, Groningen, 
Netherlands 

KW Quick 1920 0 Southampton 10 (Davis 
1, 39, Pelle 12, 28,42, Rodriguez 15, 27, 86, 
Turnbull 51, Juanmi 61) - Sportpark 
Vondersweijde, Oldenzaal, Netherlands 

Feyenoord (A) July 23 - De Kuip, 

Rotterdam, Netherlands 
Vitesse Arnhem (H) July 30 - Europa 
League Q3 

Espanyol (H) August 2 
Vitesse Arnhem (A) August 6 - Europa 
League Q3, GelreDome, Arnhem, 

Netherlands 

STOKE CITY 

Everton 0 Stoke City 0 (Everton win 5-4 on 
penalties) - Barclays Asia Trophy, National 
Stadium, Singapore 

Peter Crouch came on as a second half 
substitute and scored for Stoke in the penalty 
shoot-out however it was not enough to 
progress to the final against Arsenal. 

Singapore Select XI 0 Stoke City 2 (Sidwell 
7, Arnautovic 73) - Barclays Asia Trophy, 
National Stadium, Singapore 
Crouch was pushed into the starting XI for 
Stake's final game in Singapore, but he had a 
quite game being substituted at half-time. 

Wrexham 0 Stoke City 6 (Diouf 22, Walters 
30, 67, van Ginkel 43, Joselu 71, Telford 88) - 
Racecourse Ground 

Once again Crouch played just the first half 
against Wrexham as Stoke continued pre¬ 
season without conceding a single goal. 

Brentford (A) July 25 - Griffin Park 
1 .FC Koln (A) August 1 - Colonia Cup, 
RheinEnergieSTADION, Cologne, Germany 
FC Porto (N) August 2 - Colonia Cup, 
RheinEnergieSTADION, Cologne, Germany 

SUNDERLAND 

Darlington 1883 2 Sunderland 4 
(Giaccherini 23, 70, Graham 53, Wickham 62) 
- Heritage Park, Bishop Auckland 
Sacramento Republic 1 Sunderland 0 - 
Bonney Field, Sacramento, U.S.A. 

Club de Futbol Pachuca 3 Sunderland 1 
(Rodwell 5) - Bonney Field. Sacramento, 
U.S.A. 

Toronto FC 1 Sunderland 2 (Defoe 65, 69) - 
BMO Field, Toronto, Canada 

Doncaster Rovers (A) July 29 - Keepmoat 
Stadium 

Hannover 96 (A) August 1 - HDI-Arena, 
Hannover, Germany 

SWANSEA CITY 

Borussia Monchengladbach 1 Swansea 1 
City (Grimes 68) - Grassau, Germany 
Jack Cork came on as a second half sub¬ 
stitute playing the final half hour of the match 
in Germany. 

1860 Munich 1 Swansea City 2 (Cork 8, 
Gomis 73) - Grunwalder Stadium, Munich, 
Germany 

Cork made his first start in pre-season for 
the Swans and hit the ground running finding 
the top corner of the net. 

Reading (N) July 24 - Adams Park, 
Wycombe 

Nottingham Forest (A) July 25 - City 
Ground 

Deportivo La Coruna (H) August 1 

TOTTENHAM 

Tottenham Hotspur (Erikson 60) 1 Reading 

0 

MLS All Stars (N) July 30 - Dick’s Sporting 
Goods Park, Colorado, U.S.A. 

Real Madrid (N) August 4 - Allianz Arena, 
Munich, Germany 


Saints Spotlight 



Saints not short oi 



SAINTS might be relative 
strangers to European club 
football in the 21st century - 
but the same cannot be said of 
many of the club’s players. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
men whose previous experience 
could be invaluable to Saints 
against Vitesse. 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

The combative midfielder has 
mixed memories from two seasons 
of playing in Europe with Glasgow 
Celtic. 

In his first season at Parkhead, 
2011/12, the Scottish club failed to 
even make it through their Europa 
League qualifying group. 

They finished third out of four 
clubs, behind Atletico Madrid and 
Udinese, with Wanyama playing in 
five of the six group games. 

The following season, 2012/13, the 
Kenyan was dismissed in the 
Champions League qualifying 
round success against Finnish club 
HJK Helsinki for two bookable 
offences. 

He then enjoyed probably the 
greatest moment of his club career 
when he scored for Celtic in a mem¬ 
orable group victory over the 
mighty Barcelona at Parkhead. 

Wanyama opened the scoring in a 
2-1 win, producing an overall per¬ 
formance which alerted England’s 
best clubs as to his potential. 

Wanyama had played in Celtic’s 2- 
1 loss in the Nou Camp a few weeks 
earlier, the visitors taking the lead 
in the first half and only losing to a 
last minute Lionel Messi goal. 

Celtic qualified from their group 
behind Barcelona, but were 
thrashed 5-0 on aggregate by 
Juventus in the last 16. 

Saints keeper Fraser Forster, cur¬ 
rently injured, played alongside 
Wanyama in both of the latter’s two 
European campaigns with Celtic. 

Forster also appeared for the 
Scots in the qualifying round last 
summer prior to arriving at St 
Mary’s. 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

The Saints striker is preparing to 
play European football under 
Ronald Koeman for a third differ¬ 
ent club. 

He first played in Europe under 
Koeman with AZ Alkmaar in the 
2009/10 Champions League. 

It wasn’t a successful debut, 
Alkmaar failing to win any of the 
five group games Pelle appeared in, 
including a 4-1 loss at Arsenal. 

Pelle and Koeman fared little bet¬ 
ter when they teamed up at 
Feyenoord for the 2013/14 Europa 
League campaign. 

The Dutch club lost both legs of 
their qualifying round tie to 
Russians FC Kuban Krasnodar, 
failing to progress to the group 
stage. 

JORDY CLASIE 

Has previous Europa League 


experience under Koeman at 
Feyenoord. 

Like Pelle, he was a member of 
the team that lost both legs to FC 
Kuban Krasnodar in 2013/14. 

Twelve months earlier, Clasie and 
co failed to progress beyond the 
third qualifying round of the 
Champions League, losing both 
legs to Dynamo Kiev. 

A few weeks later, Feyenoord 
were out of the Europa League as 
well - losing to Sparta Prague in 
the third qualifying round of that 
event. 

That meant Clasie and Koeman 
had been knocked out of two major 
European competitions, and it was¬ 
n’t even September yet. 

Clasie also appeared for 
Feyenoord in last season’s 


European adventures. 

Main article: 2014-15 UEFA 
Champions League qualifying 
phase and play-off round § Third 
qualifying round 

Their Champions League hopes 
again ended at the third qualifying 
round stage, losing to Beskitas. 

They reached the Europa League 
group stage, though, with victory 
over FC Zorya Luhansk. 

Clasie skippered his side through 
their Europa League group, before 
their interest ended with defeat to 
Roma in the last 32 after drawing 
the first leg in Italy. 

MAARTEN STEKELENBURG 

The on loan goalkeeper has a 
plethora of European experience 
for Ajax, having first appeared in 


the Champions League in 2002/03. 

After establishing himself as first 
choice in 2005, he played either 
Champions League or Europa 
League (or its predecessor the 
UEFA Cup) every season until join¬ 
ing AS Roma in the summer of 2011. 

Stekelenburg also has experience 
of representing the Netherlands in 
the 2008 Euros and the 2010 World 
Cup, where he started all seven 
matches and conceded just six 
goals as his country finished run¬ 
ners-up to Spain. 

RYAN BERTRAND 

Made his Champions League 
debut for Chelsea in 2012 ... in none 
other than the final against Bayern 
Munich, in Munich! 

Nevertheless, Bertrand - then 
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FLASHBACK: Victor 
Wanyama celebrates 
scoring for Celtic in the 
Champions League 
against Helsingborgs in 
2012. 


Graziano Pelle has played in Europe under 
Ronald Koeman at two previous clubs. 


just 22 - turned in a nerveless per¬ 
formance that marked him out as 
one for the future. 

The right was also deployed in 
further Champions League games 
the following season, as well as 
appearing in the Europa League 
campaign. 

Bertrand was not in the Chelsea 
side, though, that won the Europa 
League by beating Benfica. 

FLORIN GARDOS 

The centre half was a regular for 
Romanians Steaua Bucharest in 
four seasons of Champions League 
and Europa League prior to signing 
for Saints last summer. 

CUCO MARTINA 

The full back appeared for FC 


Twente in last season’s Europa 
League campaign. 

But it was a short season, as they 
were beaten by Azerbaijan outfit 
Qarabao in the third qualifying 
round stage that Saints are prepar¬ 
ing to come in. 

CEDRIC SOARES 

The Portuguese right back has 
plenty of Champions League and 
Europa League experience from his 
time with Sporting Lisbon. 

STEVEN DAVIS 

Another with Champions League 
and Europa League experience, in 
his case from three seasons with 
fallen Glasgow giants Rangers from 
2009/10 to 2011/12 inclusive. 


SADIO MANE 

The Senegalese international 
played a major role in Red Bull 
Salzburg reaching the last 16 of the 
Europa League in 2013/14. 

On the way, Mane scored in both 
legs of a 6-1 aggregate thrashing of 
Dutch giants Ajax in the last 32. 

In his first season with the club, 
in 2012/13, Mane and his colleagues 
had suffered a miserable 
Champions League second qualify¬ 
ing round exit to F91 Dudelange of 
the Luxembourg League. 

Mane also played in the 
Champions League qualifying 
rounds last season, prior to arriv¬ 
ing at Saints towards the end of the 
summer transfer window. 


DUSAN TADIC 

Appeared for FC Twente in the 
Europa League in 2012/13, though 
the Dutch club failed to progress 
beyond the group stages. 

SHANE LONG 

Is preparing to play in the Europa 
League qualifying rounds for the 
second summer running. 

Appeared in both legs of Hull 
City’s win against Slovakians AS 
Trenein last year prior to signing 
for Saints for £12m. 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

The forgotten Saints striker 
scored three times in seven Europa 
League outings for Swiss club 
Young Boys in 2010/11. 


GOT A SPORTS STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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WATFORD 

St Albans City 0 Watford 4 (Ighalo 32, 35, 
Deeney 67, Smith 88) - Clarence Park 

AFC Wimbledon 2-2 Watford (Ighalo 34, 
Forestieri 52) - Kingsmeadow 

SC Verl 1 Watford 4 (Ighalo 16, 39, Anya 
41, Dyer 72) - Stadion an der PoststraRe, 
Verl, Germany 

SC Paderborn 07 0 Watford 2 (Vydra 11, 
Ighalo 62) - Benteler Arena, Paderborn, 
Germany 

Dundee United (A) July 25 - Tannadice 
Park 

Cardiff City (A) July 28 - Cardiff City 
Stadium 

Sevilla (H) July 31 

WEST BROMWICH 

Red Bull Salzburg 3 West Brom 1 (Nabi 67) 
- Athletic Area, Schladming, Austria 

Orlando City 3 West Brom 1 (McManaman 
14) - Citrus Bowl, Orlando, U.S.A. 

Charleston Battery 1 West Brom 2 
(Berahino 42, Ideye 82) - Blackbaud 
Stadium, Charleston, U.S.A. 

Richmond Kickers 1 West Brom 2 
(McClean 14, Ideye 89) - City Stadium, 
Richmond, U.S.A. 

Swindon Town (A) July 25 - County 
Ground 

Walsall (A) July 28 - Bescot Stadium 

Bristol Rovers (A) July 31 - Memorial 
Stadium 


WEST HAM UNITED 

West Ham (Sakho 40, 45, Tomkins 57) 3 
FC Lusitans 0 -Europa League Q1 
FC Lusitans 0 West Ham 1 (Lee 21) - 
Europa League Q1, Estadi Comunal 
d Andorra la Vella, Andorra 
Peterborough United 3 West Ham 3 (Noble 
12, Sakho 13, Samuelsen 23) - London Road 
West Ham (Tomkins 90) 1 Birkirkara 0 - 
Europa League Q2 

Southend 2 West Ham 3 (Payet 26, 30, 
Prosser og 56) - Roots Hall 
Colchester 1 West Ham 0- Colchester 
Community Stadium 

Birkirkara (A) July 23 - Europa League Q2, 
Infetti Ground, Birkirkara, Malta 
Charlton Athletic (A) July 25 - The Valley 
Norwich City (A) July 28 - Carrow Road 
Werder Bremen (H) August 2 

FOCUS ON POMPEY 

NEW Portsmouth boss Paul Cook has cer¬ 
tainly wasted no time ringing the changes 
after replacing the sacked Andy Awford. 

Nine players were released as well as 
assistant manager Gary Waddock, head of 
recruitment Andy Melville and first-team 
coach Paul Hardyman. 

Cook prefered to bring in his own staff 
from Chesterfield with Learn Richardson 
appointed assistant manager and Ian Foster 
as first-team coach. 

Just weeks into the off season, star striker 
Jed Wallace departed after Wolves triggered 
his £275,000 release clause. 

Cook quickly went about bolstering his 
squad, however, bringing in Kyle Bennett on 
a free transfer after his contract expired at 
Doncaster. 

Winger Kal Naismith joined from 
Accrington for an undisclosed fee the follow¬ 
ing week. 

Cook then signed a familiar face in Gary 
Roberts from his former club Chesterfield. 

The 31 -year-old winger seemed a strange 
move, but Roberts offers vital experience and 
an eye for a goal at League Two level. 

His 12 goals in the 2013/14 season played 
a big part in Chesterfield’s promotion to 
League One. 

Further signings in the form of left-back 
Edna Stevens from Aston Villa, midfielder 
Adam Barton from Coventry and striker 
Adam McGurk from Burton, all joining on free 
transfers, took Pompey’s summer signings to 
six before the end of June. 

The Portsmouth board stretched their 
purse strings once more to bring in centre- 
back Christian Burgess from Peterborough. 

The defender, who only joined Posh last 
summer from Middlesbrough, made 30 
league appearances last season as 
Peterborough finished just outside the 
League One play-offs spots. 

Midfielder Michael Doyle, 33, became 
Pompey’s eight summer addition in early July 
as the players began pre-season training. 

The latest summer dealings saw Pompey 
sign young midfielder Ben Tollitt from non¬ 
league Skelmersdale, whilst Cook strength¬ 
ened his attacking options with the loan sign¬ 
ing of Jayden Stockley from Bournemouth. 

Stockley ended last season on loan at 
Luton and will look to strike a partnership 
with former Cherries striker Matt Tubbs. 
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Pelle controls the ball against Feyenoord 


Sadio Mane loses out at de Kuip stadium 


Dusan Tadic keeps his eye on the ball 



Pelle presented with some flowers 



Matt Targett in action. 




Jordy Clasie applauds the home supporters 


Maya Yoshida on the ball 


Jose Fonte at Feyenoord 


Graziano Pelle gets in a header past Wessel Dammers 
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Saints Spotlight 




Dusan Tadic is second best to this ball during 
Saints’ 3-0 friendly win at Feyenoord. 



Graziano Pelle battles for possession. 


Steven Davis challenges Dirk Kuyt. 



Dirk Kuyt rises higher than Saints defender Maya Yoshida during Thursday’s friendly. 



Feyenoord coach Giovanni van Bronckhorst, left, and Saints 
manager Ronald Koeman. 



Feyenoord fans’ cartoon tribute to former boss Koeman 
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James Ward-Prowse attempts to get his head on the ball 


Mane celebrates the second goal with Long 



Sadio Mane runs with the ball 



Yoshida and Fonte celebrate at the end 



Cuco Martina and Tom Hiariej of Groningen 



Dusan Tadic wins this aerial challenge 




Smile please. Graziano Pelle poses for a fan’s selfie ahead of scoring in Saints’ 3-0 win at Groningen last weekend. 


Jordy Clasie applauds the fans 


Shane Long in possession 


Sadio Mane challenges Mimoun Mahi. 
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Saints Spotlight 




Jordy Clasie warms up prior to Saints’ 3-0 win 
in Groningen. 


Graziano Pelle gives a thumbs up as he poses with Groningen fans 
before Saints’ 3-0 friendly win. 


Matt Targett puts in a pass during Saints’ 
friendly win. 



Ronald Koeman takes his seat at Groningen’s Euroborg Arena alongside his backroom staff 



Jose Fonte, second right, is congratulated 
after putting Saints ahead. 



Maya Yoshida warms up prior to Saints’ 3-0 
win in Groningen. 
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So, is the Europa League 



SAINTS’ possible qualification 
for the Europa League group 
stages has raised the question 
of how the extra games could 
impact on the club’s league 
form. 

Clubs such as Everton and 
Newcastle have seen their Premier 
League positions plummet in the 
season they played in the Europa 
League. 

But, as David Page reveals here, 
some clubs have also seen their 
position improve... 

2014/2015 

EVERTON 

2013/2014: 5th 

Europa League: Round of 16 

2014/2015:11th 

The Toffees qualified for last sea¬ 
son’s Europa League courtesy of 
fifth placed finish in Roberto 
Martinez’s first season in charge. 

With Martinez determined to take 
the competition seriously, Everton 
topped a tough looking group fea¬ 
turing Wolfsburg and Lille and 
went on to thrash Young Boys in 
the first knockout stage. 

However, they fell at the next hur¬ 
dle to Dynamo Kiev, losing 6-4 on 
aggregate. 

Unfortunately, the tournament 
did seem to have an adverse effect 
on their league form. 

They were unable to put together 
any sort of prolonged run of good 
form and finished in a hugely disap¬ 
pointing 11th place. 

It was their defensive record that 
suffered most, which compared 
unfavourably with the previous 
campaign. 

The Blues’ lack of substantial 
squad depth may have been what 
cost them. 

TOTTENHAM 

2013/2014: 6th 

Europa League: Round of 32 

2014/2015: 5th 

Spurs are accustomed to having to 
deal with the rigours of the Europa 
League on an almost yearly basis, 
and, therefore, have sufficient 
resources to cope with it. 

Though their campaign may have 
seemed a waste, playing through 
the group stage only to exit in the 
round of 32, it could be argued that 
the competition benefitted 
Tottenham’s season as a whole. 

The Europa League games helped 
to launch the career of striker 
Harry Kane, and once ex Saints 
boss Mauricio Pochettino made him 
his first choice marksman for the 
club’s league games, Spurs’ season 
hit an upward curve. 

All this helped them to finish a 
place higher in the Premier League 
than they had the previous year. 

HULL CITY 

2013/2014: 16th (Qualified as FA 
Cup runners up) 


Europa League: Playoff round 

2014/2015:18th 

An FA Cup final appearance 
meant Hull competing in Europe 
for the first time in the club’s histo¬ 
ry. 

But after much anticipation, they 
were eliminated in the play off 
round by Belgian side Lokeren on 
away goals. 

The Tigers’ league campaign was 
an underwhelming one that ended 
in relegation on the final day, but 
the Europa League can hardly be 
blamed for that given their early 
exit from it. 

2013/2014 
SWANSEA CITY 

2012/2013: 9th (Qualified as 
League Cup winners) 

Europa League: Round of 32 

2013/2014:12th 

Under the guidance of Michael 
Laudrup, Swansea achieved a top 
half finish in 2012/2013 and won the 


League Cup. 

Many expected the Europa League 
to hinder Swansea, but they adjust¬ 
ed to it fairly well. 

Qualifying from their group was a 
solid achievement, with a win 3-0 at 
Valencia a huge highlight. 

They were unlucky to draw 
Italian giants Napoli in the round of 
32, and were duly knocked out. 

Their Premier League perfor¬ 
mances were generally not up to 
the previous year’s standards and 
Laudrup left midway through the 
season. 

Rookie boss Garry Monk took 
over and did a solid job, with the 
Swans finishing in a respectable 
12th place and never in any real 
danger of relegation. 

WIGAN ATHLETIC 

2012/2013:18th (Qualified as FA 
Cup Winners) 

Europa League: Group stage 

2013/2014: 5th (Championship) 

Wigan’s stunning extra time cup 
final win over Manchester City 


earned them a European spot, but 
relegation to the Championship 
meant that fixture congestion was 
surely going to be a real problem 
for the Latics. 

With so many of their midweek 
league games having to be resched¬ 
uled, Wigan rarely went any more 
than four days without playing a 
match over the autumn. 

They fell at the Europa League’s 
group stage, but still managed to 
finish in a Championship playoff 
spot thanks to a great run of form 
after Christmas. 

The fact that they picked up once 
they had no European commit¬ 
ments is probably no coincidence. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

2012/2013: 5th 

Europa League: Round of 16 

2013/2014: 6th 

2013/2014 was a season where 
Spurs seemed to lurch from one dis¬ 
aster to the next. 

Andre Villas Boas was sacked, the 
majority of their big money sign¬ 


ings were disappointing and they 
were repeatedly thrashed by the 
Premier League’s best teams. 

However, it is hard to attribute 
much of the blame for this to the 
Europa League, and at times it 
might have even proved to be a wel¬ 
come distraction. 

2012/2013 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 

2011/2012: 5th 

Europa League: Quarter finals 

2012/2013:16th 

For the best example of following 
up a great season with a terrible 
one, see Newcastle United. 

In 2011/2012 the Magpies shocked 
everyone, even their own support¬ 
ers probably, by mixing it with the 
Premier League’s best and earning 
a fifth placed finish. 

Former Saints boss Alan Pardew 
was even given the LMA manager 
of the year award for his efforts. 

The run to the quarter finals of the 
Europa League might have been a 
welcome cup foray for their fans, 
but they were soundly beaten by 
the first genuinely good team they 
faced, Benfica. 

In the Premier League, United 
endured misery. They were unable 
to manage the task of playing on 
Thursday and Sunday and ended 
up in 16th place, just five points 
clear of the drop. 

A wretched run of 10 defeats from 
just 13 matches was a particular 
nadir and the St James’ crowd had 
returned to calling for Pardew to be 
sacked. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

2011/2012: 4th 

Europa League: Quarter finals 

2012/2013: 5th 

Despite finishing 4th in 2011/2012, 
Tottenham dropped down to the 
Europa League due to Chelsea’s 
Champions League win in Munich 
that season. 

Spurs have shown many times 
that they can juggle the competition 
along with league commitments. 

That said, it could be argued that 
their quarter final exit to B 

asel on penalties was a key psy¬ 
chological blow. At a time where 
they were challenging bitter rivals 
Arsenal for fourth place and even¬ 
tually failed to achieve that. 

Events in Basel might be consid¬ 
ered pivotal. 

LIVERPOOL 

2011/2012: 8th (Qualified as 
League Cup winners) 

Europa League: Round of 32 

2012/2013: 7th 

New Reds boss Brendan Rodgers 
did not place much emphasis at all 
on the Europa League, mostly elect¬ 
ing to field young players in the 
tournament matches. 

With the Premier League seen as 
the main factor in determining 
managerial success, Rodgers was 
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a hindrance or a help..? 



probably more focused on that. 

This would lead you to believe 
that the Europa league had little 
effect on Liverpool’s league results, 
but it is worth noting that they won 
just two of their matches after play¬ 
ing on Thursday evening. 

2011/2012 

BIRMINGHAM CITY 

2010/2011:18th (League Cup 
Winners) 

Europa League: Group stage 

2011/2012: 4th (Championship) 

Birmingham’s shock League Cup 
final win over Arsenal meant that 
they would be playing in Europe 
despite relegation to the 
Championship. 

They coped admirably with the 
severe number of fixtures they had 
to play in the months of August to 
December, and were unlucky not to 
progress from their group, gaining 
10 points from SIX matches. 

Even though they failed to gain 
promotion in the playoffs, 
Birmingham still coped well with 


the demands of the Europa League. 

STOKE CITY 

2010/2011: 13th (Qualified as FA 
Cup runners up) 

Europa League: Round of 32 

2011/2012:14th 

Stoke were remarkably consistent 
in their league finishes under Tony 
Pulis, and their European adven¬ 
ture did not trouble the team’s 
efforts to survive in the league. 

Qualification from a tough group 
was impressive, and the Potters did 
themselves no shame in losing 2-0 
on aggregate to Valencia in the 
knockout stages. 

On the domestic front, Stoke were 
as solid as ever. 

They finished just a place lower 
than the year before and were still 
well clear of any relegation worries. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

2010/2011: 5th 

Europa League: Group stage 

2011/2012: 4th 

Surprisingly eliminated from 


what looked like a relatively easy 
group, Spurs were free to kick on 
with their league campaign after 
December and probably welcomed 
the fewer number of games. 

They finished fourth, which in 
any normal season would have 
guaranteed them a Champions 
League place. 

FULHAM 

2010/2011: 8th 

Europa League: Group stage 

2011/2012: 9th 

After winning what is often seen 
as the dreaded ‘fair play award’, 
Fulham gained entry to the first 
qualifying round. 

Despite playing a mammoth 14 
games in the competition just to go 
out after the group phase, Fulham 
still achieved another impressive 
top half finish in 2011/2012. 

2010/2011 

ASTON VILLA 

2009/2010: 6th 

Europa League: Playoff round 


2010/2011: 9th 

Rather bizarrely, Villa were beat¬ 
en in the playoff round by the same 
team as the year before. 

Therefore, it is hard to attribute 
the decline in their league position 
to the European games they played. 

The resignation of Martin O’Neill 
and subsequent turmoil within the 
club is far more likely to have con¬ 
tributed to Villa’s drop of three 
places. 

MANCHESTER CITY 

2009/2010: 5th 

Europa League: Round of 16 

2010/2011: 3rd 

City’s wealthy owners wanted 
year on year progress, and the 
Europa League wasn’t going to stop 
them improving and finally achiev¬ 
ing a top four finish. 

The squad that Roberto Mancini 
had assembled meant that City 
were able to cope with the extra fix¬ 
tures without any major problems. 

Since that season they have quali¬ 
fied for UEFA’s premier club com¬ 


petition, the Champions League, in 
every year. 

LIVERPOOL 

2009/2010: 7th 

Europa League: Round of 16 

2010/2011: 6th 

Teams such as Liverpool often 
possess the resources to cope with 
the Europa League’s demands. 

It is for sure less of a factor in 
determining Premier League suc¬ 
cess than it can be for ‘smaller’ 
clubs in the country. 

The Reds improved their domestic 
standing, probably owing to Kenny 
Dalglish’s appointment halfway 
through the campaign after Roy 
Hodgson’s disastrous tenure. 

2009/2010 

FULHAM 

2008/2009: 7th 

Europa League: Final 

2009/2010:12th 

Fulham enjoyed a magnificent 
run to the final against Atletico 
Madrid in the Europa League’s first 
season in its new guise. 

Yes, their league form did suffer, 
resulting in a fall of five places to 
12th, but the team gave their fans 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

On reflection, 12th place was still 
more than satisfactory for a club of 
Fulham’s stature, and to reach a 
European final on top of that is a 
fantastic achievement. 

The Cottagers still got some very 
impressive domestic results, and 
the European run may well have 
bred the confidence required to win 
games in which they were under¬ 
dogs. 

EVERT0N 

2008/2009: 5th 

Europa League: Round of 32 

2009/2010: 8th 

A drop of three league positions 
may look bad for Everton but they 
were only two points worse off than 
the year before, so this probably 
reflects the strengthening of opposi¬ 
tion teams more than anything. 

However, their form and results 
were far, far better once they were 
finished with the Europa League, 
suggesting it may have had a nega¬ 
tive effect in the earlier parts of the 
campaign. 

ASTON VILLA 

2008/2009: 6th 

Europa League : Playoff Round 

2009/2010: 6th 

Villa were surprisingly dumped 
out in the play-off round by Rapid 
Vienna, and therefore were free to 
concentrate on their other games 
for the vast maj ority of the season. 

Their steady improvement under 
Martin O’Neill was free to continue. 

They ended in the same spot as 
2008/2009, and scored slightly more 
points too. 
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FULL LIST OF UEFA 
CUP/EUROPA LEAGUE 
WINNERS 

1971- 72: Wolves 1 Tottenham 2, Tottenham 

1 Wolves 1. Tottenham win 3-2 on aggre¬ 
gate. 

1972- 73: Liverpool 3 Borussia 
Monchengladbach 0, Borussia 
Monchengladbach 2 Liverpool 0. Liverpool 
win 3-2 on aggregate. 

1973- 74: Tottenham 2 Feyenoord 2, 
Feyenoord 2 Tottenham 0. Feyenoord win 4- 

2 on aggregate. 

1974- 75: Borussia Monchengladbach 0 
Twente 0, Twente 1 Borussia 
Monchengladbach 5. Borussia win 5-1 on 
aggregate. 

1975- 76 

Liverpool 3 Club Brugg 2, Club Brugge 1 
Liverpool 1. Liverpool win 4-3 on aggregate. 

1976- 77: Juventus 1 Athletic Bilbao 0, 
Athletic Bilbao 2 Juventus 1. Juventus win on 
away goals, 

1977- 78: Bastia 0 PSV Eindhoven 0, PSV 
Eindhoven 3 Bastia 0. PSV win 3-0 on aggre¬ 
gate. 

1978- 79 

Red Star Belgrade 1 Borussia 
Monchengladbach 1, Borussia 
Monchengladbach 1 Red Star Belgrade 0. 
Borussia win 2-1 on aggregate. 

1979- 80: Borussia Monchengladbach 3 
Eintracht Frankfurt 2, Eintracht Frankfurt 1 
Borussia Monchengladbach 0. Frankfurt won 
on away goals. 

1980- 81 

Ipswich Town 3 AZ Alkmaar 0, AZ 4 Ipswich 
2. Ipswich win 5-4 on aggregate. 

1981- 82: IFK Gothenburg 1 Hamburg 0, 
Hamburg 0 IFK Gothenburg 3. IFK win 4-0 
on aggregate. 

1982- 83: Anderlecht 1 Benfica 0 
Benfica 1 Anderlecht 1. Anderlecht win 2-1 
on aggregate. 

1983- 84: Anderlecht 1 Tottenham 1 , 
Tottenham Hotspur 1 Anderlecht 1. 
Tottenham win on penalties. 

1984- 85: Videoton 0 Real Madrid 3, Real 
Madrid 0 Videoton 1. Madrid win 3-1 on 
aggregate. 


1985- 86: Real Madrid 5 Cologne 1, Cologne 
2 Real Madrid 0. Madrid win 5-3 on aggre¬ 
gate. 

1986- 87: IFK Gothenburg 1 Dundee United 
0, Dundee United 1 IFK Gothenburg 1. IFK 
win 2-1 on aggregate. 

1987- 88 

Espanyol 3 Bayer Leverkusen 0, Bayer 
Leverkusen 3 Espanyol 0. Bayer win on 
penalties. 

1988- 89 

Napoli 2 VfB Stuttgart 1, VfB Stuttgart 3 
Napoli 3. Napoli win 5-4 on aggregate. 

1989- 90 

Juventus 3 Fiorentina 1, Fiorentina 0 
Juventus 0. Juventus win 3-1 on aggregate. 

1990- 91: Inter 2 Roma 0, Roma 1 Inter 0. 
Inter win 2-1 on aggregate. 

1991- 92: Torino 2 Ajax 2, Ajax 0 Torino 0. 
Ajax win on away goals. 

1992- 93 

Borussia Dortmund 1 Juventus 3, Juventus 3 
Borussia Dortmund 0. Juventus win 6-1 on 
aggregate. 


1993- 94: Casino Salzburg 0 Inter 1, Inter 1 
Casino Salzburg 0. Inter win 2-0 on aggre¬ 
gate. 

1994- 95: Parma 1 Juventus 0, Juventus 1 
Parma 1. Parma win 2-1 on aggregate. 

1995- 96: Bayern Munich 2 Bordeaux 0, 
Bordeaux 1 Bayern Munich 3. Bayern win 5- 
1 on aggregate. 


Saints in Europe special... Saints in Europe... 

SAINTS AIMING TO 



SAINTS are preparing to make 
their Europa League bow next 
week when they face Ronald 
Koeman’s former club Vitesse 
in a two-legged third qualify¬ 
ing round tie. 

Here, to help set the scene, David 
Page looks back at the previous 
Europa League campaigns. 

2009/2010 

UEFA’s secondary club competi¬ 
tion was rebranded as the Europa 
League for the start of the 2009/2010 
season. 

That year’s tournament saw one 
of the greatest European runs of 
modern times. 

Roy Hodgson’s Fulham upset the 
odds completely by knocking out 
Shakhtar Donetsk, Wolfsburg and 
Hamburg. 

But it was their round of 16 tie 
against Juventus that will live long 
in the memory of anyone who saw 
it. 

Heading into the second leg at 
Craven Cottage trailing 3-1 to the 
Italian giants, the contest had been 
written off by most. 

But the Cottagers roared back to 
win 4-1 against a side containing 
the likes of Cannavaro, 
Camoranesi, Trezeguet and Del 
Piero. 

The fairytale continued until the 
final, but Diego Forlan had not read 
the script. 

The Uruguayan scored twice, 
including an extra time winner, as 
Atletico Madrid won 2-1. 

It was the Spaniards’ first major 
trophy in over a decade. 

Madrid had also ended English 
hopes in the semis, as they sneaked 
past Liverpool on away goals, 
Forlan the extra time hero on that 
occasion too. 

Everton were also in the competi¬ 
tion but were dumped out by 
Sporting Lisbon in the round of 32. 

2010/2011 

The second edition of the Europa 
League helped introduce the world 
to a name that would strike fear 
into defenders - Radamel Falcao. 

The Colombian smashed in a stag¬ 
gering 17 goals (setting a record at 
the time for most European strikes 
in a season) as Porto took the title, 
defeating fellow Portugese side 
Braga in the final in Dublin. 

Falcao grabbed the only goal just 
before half time. 

Having survived a scare against 
Sevilla in the first knockout round, 
Sevilla cruised past CSKA Moscow 
and then demolished Spartak 
Moscow and Villarreal in a fashion 
rarely seen late on in European 
competitions. 

Falcao scored three times against 
Spartak and went one better 
against Villarreal in the home legs. 

The semi finals were Iberian dom¬ 
inated, with all four teams hailing 
from Portugal or Spain. 

English sides failed to make 
much of an impression, with 


Liverpool and Manchester City 
exiting at the round of 16 stage to 
Braga and Dynamo Kiev respec¬ 
tively. 

City’s tie was remembered more 
for Mario Balotelli’s apparent 
allergy to artificial grass than any¬ 
thing else. 

2011/2012 

Falcao reigned supreme once 
again as his new club Atletico 
Madrid lifted the silverware for the 
second time in three years. 

Eyebrows were raised in some 
parts when Madrid splashed £30m 
on the Colombian, but he delivered 
on that fee and then some. 

Just like the previous year, he 
was the competition’s top scorer. 

Just like the previous year, he 
starred in the final. 


Two first half goals of immense 
quality left Athletic Bilbao reeling, 
and Brazilian playmaker Diego 
completed a 3-0 win. 

Though they may have come up 
short in the final, Bilbao won plen¬ 
ty of hearts along the way. 

With Javi Martinez and Ander 
Herrera in midfield and Fernando 
Llorente up front, the Basque club 
played some superb football. 

The 3-2 and 2-1 wins over Alex 
Ferguson’s Manchester United 
seemed to do their confidence the 
world of good and they also went on 
to dispatch more fancied opponents 
in Schalke and Sporting Lisbon. 

The English contingent looked 
rather different, with Stoke City 
and Birmingham City participat¬ 
ing. 

Stoke progressed through a tough 
looking group but lost 2-0 on aggre¬ 


gate to Valencia in the round of 32. 

Birmingham, by now playing in 
the Championship, did not 
progress. 

Fulham and Tottenham, the lat¬ 
ter usually strong in the tourna¬ 
ment, also fell at the group stage. 

2012/2013 

Just a year after winning the 
Champions League, Chelsea were 
once again celebrating European 
success. 

Branislav Ivanovic’s injury time 
header secured a 2-1 win for the 
Blues against Benfica, whose infa¬ 
mous European finals curse contin¬ 
ued in Amsterdam. 

Having crashed out of Europe’s 
premier club competition at the 
first hurdle of their defence, 
Chelsea committed themselves to 
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succeeding in the Europa League, 
meaning Rafa Benitez had a trophy 
to show for his efforts at Stamford 
Bridge. 

They did benefit from a kind draw 
leading up to the final, and some of 
the favourites falling early certain¬ 
ly did them no harm. 

Holders Atletico Madrid were the 
most notable of the casualties, hav¬ 
ing been stunned at their Vicente 
Calderon stadium by Rubin Kazan 
in the round of 32. 

Tottenham were back to their 
unpredictable best, clawing 
through with a last minute goal 
against Lyon in the first knockout 
stage, needing extra time to see off 
Inter Milan in the round of 16, 
despite winning the first leg 3-0, 
and then going out on penalties to 
Basel in the quarter finals. 

Basel could not complete an 


English double, however, as they 
were defeated by Chelsea in the 
semis. 

A common theme throughout the 
campaign was Chelsea’s extra 
quality that shone through when it 
mattered. 

A final starting 11 including the 
likes of Cech, Ivanovic, Cole, Mata, 
Lampard and Oscar, proved to be 
too good. 

That meant that the trophy was 
heading to England for the first 
time since 2001 when Liverpool 
won the UEFA Cup. 

2013/2014 

Winners of the trophy twice in 
the previous decade, Sevilla upset 
the odds to claim another 
European triumph. 

From overturning a 2-0 first leg 


deficit against Real Betis, to 
advancing through the semi finals 
against Valencia with a 95th 
minute goal, and then winning the 
final on penalties, Sevilla certainly 
did things the hard way. 

Unlike some of the years gone by 
where teams dazzled and cruised 
their way to victory, it was grit and 
determination that brought the 
Spaniards through in the end. 

While the squad certainly includ¬ 
ed talented players, this was 
undoubtedly a success built on the 
coherency of the team. 

For runners up Benfica, the 
defeat was even harder to take 
than the previous year’s final. 

After leaving the club in 1962, 
boss Bela Guttman claimed that 
‘not in a hundred years from now 
will Benfica ever be European 
champion’. 


Since then the Lisbon side have 
played in eight European finals 
and lost them all. 

They would have fancied them¬ 
selves as the superior team coming 
into the final, and were probably 
the better side throughout what 
was a dull, goalless 120 minutes of 
football. 

The psychological effects of this 
run cannot be underestimated. 

It was they who had knocked out 
Italian champions Juventus, 
favourites for much of the competi¬ 
tion, in the semi finals. 

The disappointment for Juve - 
whose side at the time included 
Saints loanee Dani Osvaldo - was 
multiplied by the fact that the final 
was to be played in their own stadi¬ 
um. 

Wigan Athletic entered the group 
stage due to their FA Cup heroics. 
With their squad lacking the quali¬ 
ty it once had due to their relega¬ 
tion, they finished bottom of what 
could have been a very open group. 

Swansea City, also first time 
Europa League entrants, looked 
promising until losing to a Napoli 
side boasting quality in abundance. 

2014/2015 

Sevilla reigned victorious in 2015 
too, claiming a record fourth UEFA 
Cup/Europa League crown. 

They may have had their detrac¬ 
tors the previous season, but this 
time there was no doubting that 
Sevilla were worthy winners. 

Having lost key members of their 
team in the summer of 2014, they 
came back even better. 

Eliminating Borussia 

Monchengladbach, Villarreal, 
Zenit St Petersburg and Fiorentina 
was no easy route to the final. 

Once there, they managed to see 
off a spirited Dnipro side in 
Warsaw. 

Carlos Bacca’s two goals proved 
the difference in a 3-2 win and the 
Colombian’s seven campaign 
goals was bettered only by Alan 
(Red Bull Salzburg) and Romelu 
Lukaku (Everton). 

His Europa League performances 
were no doubt a big factor in per¬ 
suading AC Milan to part with 
around £22m for his services. 

Liverpool were well fancied to go 
far after dropping down from the 
Champions League but went 
straight out in the round of 32, to 
Besiktas on penalties. 

Everton looked like they might 
challenge, cruising through the 
group and defeating Young Boys. 

But they lost 6-4 on aggregate to 
Dyanmo Kiev after a stunning sec¬ 
ond leg in the Ukrainian capital. 

Losing finalists Dnipro were also 
a great asset to the competition. 

Forced to play all of their match¬ 
es away from Dnipropetrovsk due 
to the ongoing violence in Ukraine, 
their run to the final was an 
immense achievement. 

Dnipro may not have played the 
most beautiful football, but they 
went 1-0 up. 

Sevilla, though, responded in 
impressive fashion. 


SAINTS’ EUROPEAN RECORD - SEE PAGES 18-21 


DidYoiiO 
Know g 


from facing page 

1996- 97: Schalke 04 1 Inter 0, Inter 1 
Schalke 04 0. Schalke win on penalties. 

1997- 98: Inter 3 Lazio 0 

1998- 99: Parma 3 Marseille 0 

1999- 2000: Galatasaray 0 Arsenal 0. 
Galatasary win on penalties. 

2000- 01: Liverpool 5 Deportivo Alaves 4 

2001- 02: Feyenoord 3 Borussia Dortmund 2 

2002- 03: Porto 3 Celtic 2 

2003- 04: Valencia 2 Marseille 0 


2004- 05 

CSKA Moscow 3 Sporting CP 1 

2005- 06: Sevilla 4 Middlesbrough 0 

2006- 07: Sevilla 2 Espanyol 2. Sevilla win 
on penalties. 

2007- 08: Zenit Saint Petersburg 2 Rangers 
0 

2008- 09: Shakhtar Donetsk 2 Werder 
Bremen 1 

2009- 10: Atletico Madrid 2 Fulham 1 

2010- 11: Porto 1 Braga 0 

2011- 12: Atletico Madrid 3 Athletic Bilbao 0 

2012- 13: Chelsea 2 Benfica 1 


2013-14: Sevilla 0 Benfica 0. Sevilla won on 
penalties. 


2014-15: Sevilla 3 Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk 2 


MOST SUCCESSFUL NATIONS 
IN UEFA CUP/EUROPA 
LEAGUE HISTORY 


Italy 

Spain 

England 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Sweden 

Russia 

Belgium 

Ukraine 

Turkey 

France 

Scotland 

Austria 

Yugoslavia 

Hungary 


W RU Ttl 

9 6 15 

9 5 14 

7 5 12 

6 8 14 

4 2 6 

2 5 7 

2 0 2 

2 0 2 

1 2 3 

1 1 2 

1 0 1 

0 4 4 

0 3 3 

0 1 1 

0 1 1 

0 1 1 


W = winners. RU = runners-up. 


MOST SUCCESSFUL TEAMS 
BY NUMBER OF SEMI FINAL 
APPEARANCES 


Inter Milan 7 - 1985,1986,1991,1994, 
1997,1998, 2002 

Juventus 6 - 1975,1977,1990,1993,1995, 
2014 

Borussia Monchengladbach 5 - 1973,1975, 
1979,1980,1987 
Sevilla 4 - 2006, 2007, 2014, 2015 
Benfica 4 - 1983, 2011,2013, 2014 
Atletico Madrid 4 - 1998,1999, 2010, 2012 
Hamburg 4 - 1976,1982, 2009, 2010 
Liverpool 4 - 1973,1976, 2001,2010 
Werder Bremen 4 - 1988,1990, 2007, 2009 
Bayern Munich 4 -1980,1989,1996, 2008 
Barcelona 4 - 1976,1978,1996, 2001 
Cologne 4 - 1975,1981,1986,1990 
Tottenham 4 - 1972,1973,1974,1984 

ENGLISH CLUBS IN EUROPA 
LEAGUE GROUP STAGES 


Tottenham 5 - 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14, 
2014-15, 2015-16 

Liverpool 3 - 2010-11,2012-13, 2015-16 
Fulham 2-2009-10, 2011-12 
Everton 2-2009-10, 2014-15 
Manchester City 1 - 2010-11 
Birmingham City 1 - 2011-12 
Stoke City 1 -2011-12 
Newcastle United 1 - 2012-13 
Swansea City 1 - 2013-14 
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Premier League 
ins and outs 

ARSENAL 

In: Petr Cech (Chelsea) £10m 

Out: Lukas Podolski 
(Galatasaray) £1.8m 
Ainsley Maitland-Niles (Ipswich) 
Loan 

Brandon Ormonde-Ottewill 
(Swindon) Free 

Semi Ajayi (Cardiff) Free, Carl 
Jenkinson (West Ham United) 
Loan, Yaya Sanogo (Ajax) Loan 

Released: Abou Diaby, Jack Jebb, 
Austin Lipman, Ryo Miyaichi, 
Josh Vickers 

ASTON VILLA 

In: Scott Sinclair (Man City) 

£2.5m, Idrissa Gueye (Lille) £9m, 
Mark Bunn (Norwich) Free, 
Micah Richards (Manchester 
City) Free, Jordan Amavi (Nice) 
Undisclosed 

Out: Darren Bent (Derby) Free, 
Christian Benteke (Liverpool) 
£32.5m 

Shay Given (Stoke) Free, Graham 
Burke (Notts County) Free, 
Matthew Lowton (Burnley) 
Undisclosed, Yacouba Sylla 
(Rennes) Undisclosed, Enda 
Stevens (Portsmouth) Free, 
Andreas Weimann (Derby) 
Undisclosed, Fabian Delph 
(Manchester City) £8m 

Released:: Graham Burke, Alfie 
Crooks, Christopher Herd, Craig 
Hill, Bradley Lewis, Isaac 
Nehemie, Daniel O’Brien, 
Thomas Strain, Ron Vlaar 


In: Christian Atsu (Chelsea) 
Season Loan 

Artur Boruc (Southampton) Free 
Adam Federici (Reading) Free 
Joshua King (Blackburn) 
Undisclosed 

Sylvain Distin (Everton) Free 
Tyrone Mings (Ipswich) 

Undisclosed 

Filippo Costa (Chievo) Loan 

Out: Mohamed Coulibaly (Port 
Vale) Free 

Joe Partington (Eastleigh) Free 
Jayden Stockley (Portsmouth) 
Loan 

Josh McQuoid (Luton) Free 
Ryan Fraser (Ipswich) Loan 
Brett Pitman (Ipswich) 

Undisclosed 

Released: Miles Addison, Benji 
Buchel, Ian Harte, Darryl 
Flahavan 


In: Nathan (Atletico Paranaense) 
Undisclosed 

Radamel Falcao (Monaco) Loan 
Asmir Begovic (Stoke) £8m 

Out: Christian Atsu 
(Bournemouth) Season Loan 
Marco van Ginkel (Stoke) Loan 
Josh McEachran (Brentford) 
£750,000 

Mario Pasalic (Monaco) Loan 
Lewis Baker (Vitesse Arnhem) 
Loan 

continued on facing page 


HOW SAINTS HAVE 



SAINTS are back in competitive 
European action next weekend 
for only the second time in 31 
years. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back at 
the club’s previous European cam¬ 
paigns. 

1969-1970 

Inter Cities Fairs Cup 

1st Round 1st leg: 

Rosenborg 1 Saints 0 

Saints go down to a first half goal in 
Norway. 

Martin, Jones, Hollywood, Fisher, Gabriel, Byrne, 
Paine, Channon, Davies (Saul), Walker, Stokes 

1st Round 2nd leg: 

Saints 2 Rosenborg 0 

Ron Davies, who also missed a penal¬ 
ty, and Terry Paine score to ensure pas¬ 
sage through to the second round. 

Martin, Kirkup, Hollywood, Kemp, McGrath, 
Gabriel, Paine, Stokes, Davies (Fisher), Byrne, 
Sydenham 

2nd round 1st leg: 

Vitoria Guimaraes 3 Saints 3 

A topsy turvy match saw Saints twice 
come from behind, and then probably 
thought they’d won when Paine 
volleyed in from the edge of the box on 
82 minutes. 

However, the hosts scored 5 minutes 
later to ensure that the spoils were 
shared. 

Mick Channon and Ron Davies had 
scored for Saints in the opening hour. 

Martin, Kirkup, Byrne, Fisher (Hollywood), 
McGrath, Gabriel, Paine, Channon (Saul), Davies, 
Walker, Sydenham 

2nd round 2nd leg: 

Saints 5 Vitoria Guimaraes 1 

With the tie evenly poise, Saints ham¬ 
mered their Portugese opponents in tor¬ 
rential rain. 

An early Guimaraes own goal set 
Saints on their way before the goals 
really started to flow in the second half. 

Rob Davies (2), Jimmy Gabriel and 
Mick Channon all netted. 

Martin, Kirkup, Byrne, Fisher, McGrath, Gabriel, 
Paine, Channon, Davies, Walker, Sydenham 

3rd round 1st leg: 

Newcastle United 0 Saints 0 

Saints held the holders to a goalless 
first leg in the north east. 

Martin, Kirkup, Byrne, Fisher, McGrath (Stokes), 
Gabriel, Paine, Channon, Davies, Walker, Jenkins 

3rd round 2nd leg: 

Saints 1 Newcastle United 

Newcastle advanced thanks to the away 
goals rule after an 84th minute equalis¬ 
er. Mick Channon had headed in a 
Terry Paine free kick just before the 
half hour to put Saints ahead. 

Martin, Kirkup, Byrne, Fisher, Gabriel, Walker, 
Jenkins, Channon, Davies, Paine, Sydenham (Stokes) 

1971-1972 

UEFA Cup 

1st round 1st leg: 

Saints 2 Athletic Bilbao 1 

A terrific comeback from Saints 
against one of Spanish football’s most 
successful clubs. 

Having seen Jimmy Gabriel miss a 
fifth minute penalty and then gone 1-0 
down just before the hour mark, fans at 
The Dell could be forgiven for thinking 


it wasn’t their day. 

Jenkins levelled on 63 minutes and 
just six minutes later the hosts were 
awarded another penalty. This time 
Channon stepped up and he made no 
mistake. 

Martin, Kirkup, Hollywood, Fisher, McGrath, 
Gabriel, Paine, Channon, Stokes (Davies), O’Neil, 
Jenkins 

1st round 2nd leg: 

Athletic Bilbao 2 Saints 0 

Bilbao proved too strong on home 
turf, in front of 45,000 fans. 

Going 1-0 up ensured that they would 
progress on away goals, and the Basque 
side wrapped things up with a late sec¬ 
ond goal. 


Martin, Kirkup, Hollywood, Fisher (O’Brien), 
McGrath, Walker, Paine, Channon, Stokes (Davies), 
O’Neil, Jenkins 

1976-1977 

European Cup Winners’ Cup 

1st round 1st leg: 

Saints 4 Marseille 0 

Back in Europe for the first time in 
five years, Saints weren’t daunted by 
the occasion. 

A crazy six-minute spell just after the 
half hour mark sent the home fans 
delirious as Malcolm Waldron, Mick 
Channon and Peter Osgood all scored to 
make it 3-0 with just 35 minutes on the 
clock. 


Marseille raised their hopes after win¬ 
ning a penalty soon after, but Turner 
saved it. Channon grabbed his second 
of the night late on. 

Turner, Rodrigues, Steele, Holmes, Waldron, 
Blyth, Fisher, Channon (Earles), Osgood, Stokes, 
Williams 

1st round 2nd leg: 

Marseille 2 Saints 1 

Saints, still went through with ease 
despite the loss. 

The main talking point of the match 
was the crowd trouble that caused the 
game to be delayed. 

Turner, Rodrigues, Steele, Williams, Waldron, 
Blyth, Fisher, Channon, Osgood, Stokes, Peach 

2nd round 1st leg: 
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FARED IN EUROPE 



Carrick Rangers 2 Saints 5 

Saints were expected to ease through 
comfortably against part timers 
Carrick Rangers, and after a few scares 
they secured a healthy first leg lead. 

Mick Channon struck twice again, 
and Bobby Stokes, Peter Osgood and 
Jim McCalliog also scored. 

The margin of victory may seem wide 
but the score was 3-2 with just 10 min¬ 
utes to go. 

Middleton, Rodrigues, Peach, Holmes, Waldron, 
Blyth, Williams, Channon, Osgood, McCalliog 
(Earles) Stokes 

2nd round 2nd leg: 

Saints 4 Carrick Rangers 1 

Austin Hayes (2), Steve Williams and 


Bobby Stokes scored. 

Middleton, Mills, Peach, Holmes, Waldron, Blyth, 
Williams, Hayes, Osgood, McCalliog, Stokes 

3rd round 1st leg: 

Anderlecht 2 Saints 0 

Anderlecht had won the Cup in the 
season prior to this one, and would win 
it the year after too. 

What made things even harder was a 
questionable referee and allegations 
surrounding bribery in the match. 

Mick Channon had a goal dubiously 
disallowed for offside when Saints were 
a goal down. A late second was very 
damaging indeed. 

Wells, Andruszewski, Peach, Holmes, Blyth, 
Steele, Williams, Channon, Osgood, McCalliog, 
MacDougall 


3rd round 2nd leg: 

Saints 2 Anderlecht 1 

The Dell crowd were up for this one, 
and they knew they’d have to be if their 
team was get through to the semi finals. 

Saints gave themselves hope on 61 
minutes after Mick Channon was 
hauled down in the box. 

Full back David Peach converted the 
penalty and everyone started to believe. 

That belief looked to have been well 
placed when, on 79 minutes, Ted 
MacDougall stabbed in from close 
range. 

At this stage the game was heading 
for extra time but Anderlecht had other 
ideas. Centre back Jim Steele’s slip 


allowed the visitors to score with just 
seven minutes left. 

Wells, Andruzewski (Stokes), Peach, Holmes, 
Blyth, Steele, Williams, Channon, Osgood, 
McCalliog, MacDougall 

1976-1977 

Anglo Italian Cup 

1st rd 1st leg: 

Saints 1 Napoli 0 

Napoli’s robust style of play took 
some getting used to, but Saints took a 
first leg lead thanks to a fine half volley 
from Steve Williams half way through 
the second half. 

Boulton, Rodrigues, Mills, Williams, Waldron, 
Blyth, Fisher, Channon, MacDougall, McCalliog, 
Gilchrist, continued on page 20 
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Petr Cech (Arsenal) £10m 

Gael Kakuta (Sevilla) 

Undisclosed 

Tomas Kalas [Chelsea 
Middlesbrough] Loan 
Jordan Houghton [Chelsea - 
Gillingham] Loan 

Released: Didier Drogba 

CRYSTAL PALACE 

In: Yohan Cabaye (Paris St- 
Germain) £12m 

Out: Lewis Price (Sheffield 

Wednesday) Free 

Kyle De Silva (Notts County) Free 

Jack Hunt (Sheff Wednesday) 

Loan 

Hiram Boateng (Plymouth) Loan 


Released:: Stephen Dobbie Owen, 
Garvan, Peter Ramage, Jerome 
Thomas, Brede Hangeland, Shola 
Ameobi 


In: Tom Cleverly (Manchester 
United) Free 

Gerard Deulofeu (Barcelona) 
£4.3m 

Out: Sylvain Distin 
(Bournemouth) Free 
George Green (Oldham) Free 

Released: Antolin Alcaraz, Curtis 
Langton, John Lundstram, Ben 
McLaughlin 

LEICESTER CITY 


In: Christian Fuchs (Schalke) 

Free 

Shinji Okazaki (Mainz) 
Undisclosed 

Robert Huth (Stoke) Undisclosed 

Out: Anthony Knockaert 
(Standard Liege) Free 
Chris Wood (Leeds) Undisclosed 
Tom Hopper (Scunthorpe) Free 
Adam Smith (Northampton) Free 
Paul Gallagher (Preston) Free 
Kieran Kennedy (Motherwell) 

Released: Zoumana Bakayogo, 
Marcel Barrington, Adam 
Dawson, Conrad Logan, Herve 
Pepe-Ngoma, Louis Rowley, Gary 
Taylor-Fletcher, Matthew Upson 

LIVERPOOL 

In: Adam Bogdan (Bolton) Free 
Danny Ings (Burnley) Free 
James Milner (Man City) Free 
Nathaniel Clyne (Southampton) 
£12.5m 

Roberto Firmino (Hoffenheim) 
£29m 

Joe Gomez (Charlton) £3.5m 
Christian Benteke (Aston Villa) 
£32.5m 

Out: Steven Gerrard (LA Galaxy), 
Glen Johnson (Stoke) Free 
Kevin Stewart (Swindon) Loan 
Lloyd Jones (Blackpool) Loan 
Jordan Williams (Swindon) Loan 
Sebastian Coates (Sunderland) 
Undisclosed 

Danny Ward (Aberdeen) Loan 
Raheem Sterling (Man City) 

£49m 

Released: Brad Jones, Jordan 
Lussey, Marc Pelosi 

continued on next page 
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MANCHESTER CITY 

In: Enes Unal (Bursaspor) £2m 
Raheem Sterling (Liverpool) £49m 
Fabian Delph (Aston Villa) £8m 
Patrick Roberts (Fulham) Undisclosed 


Saints return aftet 


Out: Dedryck Boyata (Celtic) £1.5m 
James Milner (Liverpool) Free Scott 
Sinclair (Aston Villa) £2.5m 
Matija Nastasic (Schalke) £8m 
John Guidetti (Celta Vigo) Free 
Micah Richards (Aston Villa) Free 
Jordy Hiwula (Huddersfield) Loan 

Released: Adam Drury, Greg Leigh, 
Dominic Oduro 


In: Memphis Depay (PSV) £31m, Matteo 
Darmian (Torino) £12.7m Bastian 
Schweinsteiger (Bayern M( £13m 
Morgan Schneiderlin (Saints) £25m 

Out: Tom Cleverly (Everton) Free Nani 

(Fenerbahce) £4.25m 

Will Keane (Preston) Loan 

Tom Thorpe (Rotherham) Free 

Ben Amos (Bolton) Free 

Saidy Janko (Celtic) Compensation 

Robin van Persie (Fenerbache) 

Undisclosed 

Ben Pearson (Barnsley) Loan 
Joe Rothwell (Barnsley) Loan 

Released: Benjamin Amos, Callum Evans, 
Ryan McConnell 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 


In: Georginio Wijnaldum (PSV Eindhoven) 
£14.5m 

Aleksander Mitrovic (Anderlecht) £13m 

Out: Davide Santon (Inter Milan) £2.8m 
Sammy Ameobi (Cardiff) Loan 
Adam Campbell (Notts County) Free 
Remie Streete (Port Vale) Free 
Released: : Jak Alnwick, Jonas Gutierrez, 
Ryan Taylor 

NORWICH CITY 


In: Graham Dorrans (West Brom) 
Youssouf Mulumbu (West Brom) Free 

Out: Cameron McGeehan (Luton) 
Undisclosed 

Mark Bunn (Aston Villa) Free 
Remi Matthews (Burton) Loan 
Sam Kelly (Port Vale) Free 
Carlton Morris (Hamilton) Loan 

Released: Carlos Cuellar, Javier Garrido, 
Kyle Callan-McFadden, Luciano Becchio 


In: Juanmi (Malaga) £5m 
Cedric Soares (Sporting Lisbon) £4.7m 
Cuco Martina (FC Twente) Undisclosed 
Maarten Stekelenburg (Fulham) Loan 
Jordy Clasie (Feyenoord) £8m 

Out: Artur Boruc (Bournemouth) Free 
Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool) £12.5m 
Cody Cropper (MK Dons) Free 
Morgan Schneiderlin (Man Utd) £25m 

Released: Jos Hooiveld, Omar Rowe, Chris 
Johns, Jake Sinclair 

STOKE CITY 


In: Jakob Haugaard (Midtjylland) 
Undisclosed 

Phillipp Wollscheid (Bayer Leverkusen) 
Undisclosed 

Glen Johnson (Liverpool) Free 
Marco van Ginkel (Chelsea) Loan 
Shay Given (Stoke) Free 
continued on facing page 


continued from page 19 

2nd leg: 

Napoli 4 Saints 0 

60,000 packed inside Napoli’s Stadio 
San Paolo certainly made for an intimi¬ 
dating atmosphere, and Saints were 
blown away by their Itahan counter¬ 
parts. 

Their first leg lead was wiped out just 
before half time, and three more fol¬ 
lowed in the second half. 

Turner (Middleton), Mills, Peach, Earles, Waldron, 
Phillipson-Masters, Williams, Stokes, MacDougall, 
McCalliog, Fisher 


1981-1982 


UEFACup 

1st round 1st leg: 

Limerick United 0 Saints 3 

Two fine Steve Moran headers in the 
space of a couple of minutes broke the 
Irish club’s resistance and David 
Armstrong added a third not long after. 

Wells, Golac, Holmes, Baker, Watson, Agboola, 
Keegan, Channon, Moran, Armstrong, Ball 

1st round 1st leg: 

Saints 1 Limerick United 1 

Kevin Keegan netted for Saints in 
what was a spirited performance from 
the visitors. 

Katalinic, Golac, Holmes, Baker, Watson, Agboola, 
Keegan, Channon, Moran, Armstrong, Ball 

2nd round 1st leg: 

Saints 2 Sporting Lisbon 4 

Sporting raced into a 3-0 first half lead 
to all but put the tie to bed. 

However, two goals in the space of 
four second half minutes, first from 
Kevin Keegan and then Mick Channon, 
saw Sporting rocked for a period. 

Saints couldn’t capitalise and a late, 
late goal teffectively ended any hopes of 
qualification. 

Wells, Golac, Holmes, Williams, Nicholl, Whitlock 
(Lawrence), Keegan, Channon, Moran, Armstrong, 
Bah. 

2nd round 2nd leg: 

Sporting Lisbon 0 Saints 0 

Sporting were content to hold onto 
their first leg lead. 

Katalinic, Baker, Holmes, Williams, Nicholl, 
Agboola, Keegan, Channon, Moran, Lawrence 
(Wallace), Bah 


1982-1983 


UEFA Cup 

1st round 1st leg: 

Saints 2 IFK Norrkoping 2 

The Swedish underdogs twice took 
the lead at The Dell but Saints hit back 
on both occasions with goals from Steve 
Williams and Mark Wright - the second 
coming just two minutes from time. 

Shilton, Baker, Rofe, Williams, Nicholl, Wright, 
Ball, Cassells, Moran, Armstrong, Agboola 

1st round 2nd leg: 

IFK Norrkoping 0 Saints 0 

A huge defensive effort from the hosts 
prevented Saints from finding the goal 
they needed. 

A superb achievement for 
Norrkoping, who won on away goals. 

Shilton, Baker, Holmes, Williams, Nicholl, Wright, 
Ball, Cassells, Moran, Armstrong, Agboola 

1984-1985 


Uefa Cup 

1st round 1st leg: 

Saints 0 Hamburg 0 

Champions of Europe just two sea¬ 



TEMPERS RISING: James Beattie confronts the Steaua keeper at St Mary’s in 2003 ... 



TEMPERS RISING ... and Jason Dodd is unhappy during the second leg in Romania. 


sons previously, Saints couldn’t have 
drawn many tougher opponents than 
Hamburg. 

A first leg win at The Dell was vital for 
their hopes of overall victory in the tie, 
but Saints had to settle for a 0-0 draw. 

Shilton, Mills, Dennis, Williams, Whitlock, Wright, 
Holmes, Curtis (Moran), Jordan, Armstrong, Wallace 

1st round 2nd leg: 


Hamburg 2 Saints 0 

With the match looking like it might 
peter out into another goalless draw, 
Hamburg won a penalty on 68 minutes. 

They scored it, and from then on 
looked in control. 

Saints knew that a solitary goal would 
take them through by virtue of the away 
goals rule, but they were unable to find 
one. 


The Germans struck again in added 
on time, through Scottish international 
striker Mark McGhee, to wrap up the 
win. 

Shilton, Mills, Dennis, Williams, Wright, Whitlock, 
Holmes, Baker, Jordan, Moran, Wallace 

2003-2004 

UEFA Cup 
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from facing page 

Joselu (Hannover) £5.75m 
Moha El Ouriachi (Barcelona) 

Out: Jamie Ness (Scunthorpe) Free 
Steven Nzonzi (Sevilla) £7m 
Robert Huth (Leicester) Undisclosed 
Asmir Begovic (Chelsea) £8m 

Released: Wilson Palacios, Andy Wilkinson, Thomas 
Sorensen, Tomi Adeloye, James Alabi, Sam Coulson, 
Alex Grant, Robbie Parry, Nathan Ricketts-Hopkinson, 
Adam Thomas, Charlie Ward, Andy Wilkinson, Elliot 
Wheeler 


In: Sebastian Coates (Liverpool) Undisclosed 
Jeremain Lens (Dynamo Kiev) £8m 
Younes Kaboul (Tottenham) Undisclosed 

Out: El Hadji Ba (Charlton) Undisclosed 
Santiago Vergini (Getafe) Loan 

Released: Wes Brown, Peter Burke, Andrew Cartwright, 
Joel Dixon, Tom McNamee, Anthony Reveillere 

SWANSEA CITY 

In: Andrew Ayew (Marseille) Free 
Kristoffer Nordfeldt (Heerenveen) Undisclosed 
Franck Tabanou (St Etienne) Undisclosed 
Ollie McBurnie (Bradford) Undisclosed 

Out: David Cornell (Oldham) Free 
Jazz Richards (Fulham) Undisclosed 

Released: Alan Tate, Gerhard Tremmel, Thomas Atyeo, 
Rory Donnelly, Corey Francis, Giancarlo Gallifuoco, 
Joseph Jones, Kurtis March, Curtis Obeng, Gareth 
Owen, Scott Tancock 

TOTTENHAM 


In: Kevin Wimmer (FC Koln) £4.3m 

Toby Alderweireld (Atletico Madrid) Undisclosed 

Kieran Trippier (Burnley) Undisclosed 


LINING UP: The last Saints team to play in Europe, before the tie against Steaua Bucharest in Romania in 2003. 




GOAL: Kevin Phillips, above, scores Saints’ last goal in Europe, against Steaua 
Bucharest at St Mary’s in September 2003. 

AWAY THE LADS: Saints fans, left, in the rain in the second leg in Bucharest. 


Out: Etienne Capoue (Watford) Undisclosed 
Lewis Holtby (Hamburg) Undisclosed 
Alexander McQueen (Carlisle) Free 
Paulinho (Guangzhou Evergrande) £9.9m 
Jordan Archer (Millwall) Free 
Grant Ward (Rotherham) Loan 
Younes Kaboul (Sunderland) Undisclosed 
Benjamin Stambouli (Paris St-Germain) £6m 

Released: Jordan Archer, Cristian Ceballos, Brad 
Friedel, Bongani Khumalo, Aaron McEneff, Jonathan 
Miles 


WATFORD 

In: Giedrius Arlauskis (Steaua Bucharest) Free 

Sebastien Prodl (Werder Bremen) Free 

Valon Behrami (Hamburg) Undisclosed 

Etienne Capoue (Tottenham) £6m 

Jose Holebas (Roma) £1.8m 

Matej Vydra (Udinese) Undisclosed 

Allan Nyom (Udinese) Undisclosed 

Miguel Britos (Napoli) Free 

Jose Jurado (Spartak Moscow) Undisclosed 

Out: Jonathan Bond (Reading) Undisclosed 
Uche Ikpeazu (Port Vale) Loan 
Juanfran (Deportivo La Coruna) Loan 
Lewis McGugan (Sheffield Wednesday) Undisclosed 

Released: Vujadin Savic, Marco Motta, Luke O’Nien 

WEST BROMWICH ALBION 

In: James McClean (Wigan) £1.5m 

Out: Alex Jones (Birmingham) Free 
Donervon Daniels (Wigan) Free 
Jason Davidson (Huddersfield) Free 
Chris Baird (Derby) Free 
Youssouf Mulumbu (Norwich) Free 
Bradley Garmston (Gillingham) Free 
Wesley Atkinson (Notts County) Free 


1st round 1st leg: 

Saints 1 Steaua Bucharest 1 

Saints’ first European match in 19 
years didn’t start well, as the 
Romanian visitors went ahead with 
20 just minutes played. 

Paul Jones was unable to keep out 
Claudiu Raducanu’s header, and 
Steaua’s superior start had been 
rewarded. 


Saints battled back, though, and 
drew level just after half time when 
Kevin Phillips latched on to a ball 
from Chris Marsden. 

The pressure mounted, but Steaua 
held firm and had a draw to take 
back with them. 

Jones, Dodd (Delap), Le Saux, M.Svensson, 
Lundekvam, Marsden (McCann), Oakley, 
A.Svensson, Fernandes (Telfer), Beattie, Phillips 


1st round 2nd leg: 

Steaua Bucharest 1 Saints 0 

Saints travelled to Bucharest 
knowing they had to score if they 
were to progress. 

But, try as they might, it just would 
not happen. 

Steaua were well drilled in defence 
and looked fairly comfortable for 
most of the match. 


A 0-0 scoreline would have done 
just fine for them, but they went one 
better on 84 minutes when Claudiu 
Raducanu, the scorer at St Mary’s, 
sealed his team’s path to the second 
round. 

Niemi, Dodd, Higginbotham, M.Svensson, 
Lundekvam, A.Svensson, Telfer, Delap, 
Fernandes, Beattie (Tessem), Phillips 
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Released:: WAaron Birch, Gareth McAuley, Mani 
O’Sullivan 


WEST HAM UNITED 

In: Darren Randolph (Birmingham) Transfer 
Pedro Obiang (Sampdoria) £4.3m 
Angelo Ogbonna (Juventus) £8.5m 
Dimitri Payet (Marseille) Undisclosed 
Carl Jenkinson (Arsenal) Loan 
Manuel Lanzini (A1 Jazira) Loan 

Out: Dan Potts (Luton Town) Free 
Paul McCallum (Leyton Orient) Free 

Released: Carlton Cole, Guy Demel, Jussi Jaaskelainen, 
Nene, Kieran Bywater, Sean Maguire, Paul McCallum 
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Realities of managerial life hit home for Watersiders boss Howes 


WHEN Glenn Howes was unveiled as 
new Blackfield & Langley boss in May, 
the 33-year-old was brimming with ex¬ 
citement for the task ahead. 

Two months later his eyes have 
been opened as to just how frustrat¬ 
ing and time-consuming a manager’s 
life can be. 

After the initial excitement of land¬ 
ing “marquee signing” Sam Poole 
from Weymouth, Blackfield’s pre¬ 
season has taken a dramatic turn for 
the worse. 

Newly-signed midfielder Tom Hill 
will miss the bulk of 2015/16 with rup¬ 
tured knee ligaments, wideman Ed 
Zanin has dislocated a shoulder and 


three key players - Dan Cann (Win¬ 
chester City), Danny Young (Salis¬ 
bury) and Nick Tayler (Horndean) - 
have left for pastures new. 

The captures of striker Scott Joyce 
and goalkeeper Max Frampton from 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins and 
Liam Robinson from Winchester 
have helped offset those disappoint¬ 
ments, as has versatile defender Sam 
Clarke’s arrival from Poole. 

Howes, left, is also enthusiastic 
about helping young midfielder Matt 
Casey, signed from Folland Sports, 
make the most of his raw potential, 
but the rookie boss admits that, two 
months down the line, the job is far 


from the bed of roses he thought it 
would be. 

“It’s so different on the other side of 
the fence,” he said. “As a player you 
just rock up with your boots, have a 
bit of banter with the lads and go 
home again, but when you’re a man¬ 
ager you take everything home with 
you. It takes over your life.” 

Although, arguably, that pressure 
increases the higher up the pyramid 
you go, running a team at Sydenhams 
Premier level brings a different set of 
headaches. 

“When you’re a couple of leagues 
higher, nearly all the lads have got con¬ 
tracts and they’re all back on July 1,” 


he said. “But at this level players are 
keeping their options open, they’re 
going on holiday and going away at 
weekends. You wouldn’t believe how 
many have to go to weddings of their 
third and fourth cousins! 

“I was a bit naive in my approach 
before and I completely underestimat¬ 
ed how much work managers do. As a 
player you’re completely blase about 
everything and you don’t really look 
at the impact these things have on the 
team. 

“We’ve only got a small squad and 
we’re nowhere near where we want to 
be. We’ve still got an awful lot of work 
to do.” 


Watersiders suffer crushing 
injury blow ahead of season 



Tom Hill in action for Bashley. 


Hill may miss all 
season and Zanin 
out for two weeks 

BLACKFIELD & Langley have 
been dealt two crushing inju¬ 
ry blows prior to Sydenhams 
Premier Division lift-off. 

Having finally won their battle to 
prise Tom Hill away from divisional 
rivals Brockenhurst, the Watersiders 
will, in all probability, lose him for 
the lion’s share of the new season. 

Hill requires surgery after ruptur¬ 
ing knee ligaments in training and, in 
manager Glenn Howes’ experience, 
that means at least seven months on 
the sidelines. 

To make matters worse, lively wide¬ 
man Edgar Zanin has been ruled out 
for the start of the campaign having 
dislocated his shoulder during Tues¬ 
day’s 2-0 friendly win over Downton. 

The former Totton & Eling young¬ 
ster is in plaster and is expected to be 
out for eight weeks. 

Having been forced out of football 
prematurely due to a sickening knee 
injury, Howes can totally empathise 
with what ex-Bashley man and for¬ 
mer AFC Bournemouth trainee Hill 
is going through. 

He said: “His ACL (anterior cruci¬ 
ate ligament) is completely ruptured. 

“He had a bit of damage to his knee 
last year so it was still a bit weak 
and he’s gone over awkwardly on the 
hard ground. 

“He got the results of his scan this 
week and I know what he’s going 


through. 

“I’ve known people to come back 
from ACL ruptures in seven to nine 
months, so hopefully that’s the case 
for Tom. 

“He’s a really good kid and we’re 
going to try to keep him involved in 


some capacity and maybe get him to 
go and watch some players for us.” 

Zanin’s injury was just a freak ac¬ 
cident. 

Having gone on and scored as a sub¬ 
stitute against Downton, his hunger 
to get another goal backfired as he 


ended the evening in A&E. 

“Ed tried an ambitious overhead 
kick, landed awkwardly and dislo¬ 
cated his shoulder,” Howes reported. 

“He’s got significant ligament 
damage and will be in plaster for a 
week to ten days.” 


Stateside 
soccer for 
Hussein 

HUSSEIN Heidari is swapping 
Eastleigh for the USA this 
summer to start a four-year 
scholarship Stateside. 

Heidari, who had his youth 
football career with Saints 
and Exeter City and featured 
for Eastleigh in the FA Trophy 
at Woking last season, is 
joining Lynn University in 
Boca Raton, Florida, having 
impressed in a showcase 
event at Bisham Abbey in 
December. 

He will jet out to America in 
August and combine his 
studies with playing football 
for the Fighting Knights team. 

Heidari, who spent time on 
loan at Tiverton Town last 
term, is one of three local 
footballers to have gained a 
scholarship through the 
PASS4Soccer Scholarship 
Network. 

He will be joined in the 
States by two former Itchen 
College students - Jamie 
Blackwell of BTC 
Southampton under-18s, who 
is heading for the College of 
St Scholastica in Duluth, 
Minnesota, and Ellie Kirby of 
Winchester City Flyers, who 
will begin her scholarship at 
Ohio’s Owens Community 
College. 

Places for the 
PASS4Soccer Network 
programme, starting in 
August 2016 and 2017 are 
now available. Trials will be 
held in Birmingham and 
London in August, in London 
in September, and in London, 
Birmingham and Newcastle in 
October. Interested players 
should register online at 
www.PASS4Soccer.com. 
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Fixtures are in: here are all Winchester City’s games for this year 


WINCHESTER CITY FIXTURES 
2015/16 

EVO-STIK DIVSION ONE SOUTH 
& WEST 

August: 8 Bridgwater Town (h), 11 Wimborne 
Town (a), 15 Yate Town (a), 19 Marlow (h), 22 
Evesham Utd (a), 29 Whitchurch Utd/Wincanton 
Town (h, FA Cup), 31 AFC Totton (h). 


September: 5 Mangotsfield Utd (a), 19 
Cinderford Town (h), 26 Didcot Town (h), 28 
Burnham (a). 

October: 3 Petersfield Town (a, FA Trophy), 10 
Swindon Supermarine (a), 17 Banbury Utd (h), 
24 Bishops Cleeve (h), 28 North Leigh (a). 

November: 7 Larkhall Athletic (a), 14 Shortwood 


Utd (h), 17 Marlow (a), 21 Tiverton Town (h), 28 
Bridgwater Town (a). 

December: 2 Wimborne Town (h), 5 Wantage 
Town (h), 12 Taunton Town (a), 19 Evesham Utd 
(h), 26 AFC Totton (a). 

January: 2 Bashley (h), 9 Slimbridge (a), 16 
Mangotsfield Utd (h), 23 Cinderford Town (a), 

30 Tiverton Town (a). 


February: 6 Yate Town (h), 13 Didcot Town (a), 
20 Burnham (h), 27 Banbury (a). 

March: 5 Swindon Supermarine (h), 12 Wantage 
Town (a), 19 Taunton Town (h), 26 Slimbridge 
(h), 28 Bashley (a). 

April: 2 North Leigh (h), 9 Bishops Cleeve (a), 

16 Larkhall Athletic (h), 23 Shortwood Utd (a). 


City get management boost 
as another ex-Saint signs on 



Masters recruits 
Wiltshire as his 
right-hand man 

SOUTHERN League new boys 
Winchester City now have 
two ex-Saints midfielders at 
the helm. 

Following the departure of Glenn 
Burnett, manager Paul Masters has 
invited Paul Wiltshire on board as 
his new right-hand man. 

A former Eastleigh reserve team 
manager, Wiltshire has returned to 
the non-League scene after parting 
company with Sydenhams Premier 
outfit Fawley AFC in February, 2012 
following a year in charge of the Wa- 
tersiders. 

Both he and Masters learned their 
trade with Saints and have got to 
know each other through the local 
football scene. 

“I’ve known Paul for years,” said 
Masters. “Like me, he was an appren¬ 
tice at Southampton. He’s older than 
me and was there before me. He came 
into non-League before I did and I’ve 
got to know him through the circuit. 

“Paul was a decent non-League 
player and it’s good to have him on 
board. He’s fitted in nicely with the 
lads.” 

Having assembled a group of 16 
senior players and four youngsters, 
Masters has virtually completed his 
squad ready for Winchester’s return 
to the Evo-Stik Division One South & 
West. 

His only area of concern is the goal¬ 
keeping department which was left 
vacant when early summer signing 
Ryan Gosney had to back out follow¬ 
ing the club’s belated promotion from 
the Wessex League. 

With trialist Chris Lynch from Ver- 
wood Town also unable to commit, 
Masters is veering towards young 
Brendan Norris, a 6ft 2in 19-year-old 
from Basingstoke Town. 

“Brendan’s only young, but he’s a 
good kicker, he throws well and he’s a 
confident lad,” said the boss. 

“I want to go with two goalkeepers 
but, at the moment, it’s either him or 
me!” he laughed. 

“I’ve got 16 players now and four 
young lads and I’m really pleased 
with the way pre-season’s gone. 

“It was a bit of a rush to start with 
(when Winchester got their mid-June 


promotion) but we performed well 
against a good Gosport side (0-0). 

“We were well beaten by a strong 
Sutton side (4-0), but we beat Fleet 
(4-1) and went to Chichester on Satur¬ 
day and won 5-0. 

“On Tuesday we gave a really good 
account of ourselves against East¬ 
bourne Borough who are another 
good Conference South side.” 

City lost Tuesday’s game 2-0 against 
Tom Widdrington’s men, but Masters 
said: “I thought we matched them. 
They were physical but we did well 


against them. Obviously I don’t know 
what the league (the Southern One 
South & West) is like, but we’ve defi¬ 
nitely got goals in us. We’ve brought 
in (targetman) Dan Cann from Black- 
field and I’m quite happy with what 
I’ve got. 

Defensively, City are not in bad 
shape either. 

“Jake Newton, who was at Havant 
& Waterlooville, has had a good pre¬ 
season and gives us good experience, 
Leigh Mills is back and looking sharp 
and Rob Flooks, who has come across 


from Totton, has done well,” said the 
boss. 

“I’ve almost got what I want to go 
with.” 

One player who won’t be featuring 
for the time being is long-serving 
midfielder Chris Mason. 

“Chris couldn’t do it work-wise 
and is going to have a bit of time 
out,” Masters explained. 

“He’s going to concentrate on work 
for now. 

“If he comes back, it’s a bonus. 
He’s been a good player.” 


1,700 roar 
on Whites 

EX-FOLLAND Sports 
midfielder Pip Nolan found 
the target as Steve Claridge’s 
Salisbury came from behind 
to stun AFC Bournemouth’s 
under-21s at the Ray Mac on 
Tuesday. 

More than 1,700 fans 
poured through the turnstiles 
and were treated to a 
memorable night as goals by 
sub Nolan and Mark Ford 
cancelled out Harry Cornick’s 
first-half opener for the 
Cherries. 

The visitors had Salisbury 
penned in their own half for 
much of the opening half-hour 
and took the lead when 
ex-Christchurch winger 
Cornick raced almost half the 
length of the pitch before 
slotting past Gareth Barfoot 
in the home goal. 

But, roared on by the 1,727 
crowd, the Whites took the 
game to their lofty opponents 
in the second half, aided by 
the arrivals of Nolan, Ford, 
Eddie Perrett and former 
Eastleigh marksman Sam 
Wilson. 

A set-piece by Callum 
Cassum was headed into the 
path of Nolan to tap in the 
leveller, sparking bedlam 
behind the goal. 

Brimming with energy and 
enthusiasm, Claridge’s 
re-formed side then chased a 
winner which duly arrived ten 
minutes from time following a 
costly slip-up from the 
experienced Elliott Ward. 

Wilson unselfishly played in 
ex-Blackfield man Ford, 
whose composed finish 
brought a smile from 
watching ex-manager Nick 
Holmes in the press box. 

“They were a good side - 
for 30 minutes we couldn’t 
get near them,” said Claridge, 
who has recently had a hair 
transplant as part of an 
advertising campaign. 

“One or two (Cherries 
players) could easily play in 
the Championship or League 
One without a shadow of a 
doubt and we’ve beaten a 
really good side. 

“I’m not surprised how well 
we’ve done as we’ve got a 
great group. I’ve been saying 
this for the last six or seven 
weeks.” 

Salisbury’s squad also 
included towering centre- 
back Matt Burt who left 
Folland Sports towards the 
end of last season to join 
Team Solent. 



Salisbury’s Mark Ford 
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Adie Arnold 


Priory gaffer Arnold defends quadruple Merley raid 


CHRISTCHURCH boss Adie Arnold 
insists there is no room for sentiment 
after completing a quadruple raid on 
Merley Cobham Sports of the Dorset 
Premier League. 

Michael Barber, Will Gage and Elliott 
Goward have all signed up for Priory’s 
push for an immediate return to the 
Sydenhams Wessex top flight. 

It follows James Rowe’s transfer from 
Merley earlier this summer. 

“That’s football at any level,” said Ar¬ 
nold. 


“Once one comes, two or three tend to 
follow and, to be fair to the lads, they are 
all very keen to step up. 

“We are happy to give them their op¬ 
portunity and I think they are good 
enough, but only time will tell. If four or 
five of my players wanted to go to Mer¬ 
ley, nobody would bat an eyelid.” 

Arnold has also snapped up Adam 
Stride from Sholing and Sam Thomp¬ 
son from Sunday football with Victoria 
Cross. 

Midfielder Elliott Head is trialling 


with Priory after spending last season 
with New Milton Town. 

Arnold, meanwhile, has added to his 
backroom staff. 

Head coach Steve Sharkey comes in af¬ 
ter a spell with New Milton and coach 
Mike Glavin has joined from Ham¬ 
worthy Recreation. Arnold’s assistant 
Danny Saxby and goalkeeper coach Dan 
Fawcett remain in situ at Hurn Bridge. 

“I’m quite happy with the backroom 
staff now and think we have brought in 
some good players,” added Arnold. 


Spitfires’ big spenders tag 
‘very unfair’ on boss Hill 



Chief says club’s 
success isn’t 
down to budget 

EASTLEIGH chief executive 
Mark Jewell has called the 
Spitfires’ “big spenders” tag 
“very unfair” on manager 
Richard Hill. 

Jewell has admitted that the Sil- 
verlake Stadium side are unfazed by 
other clubs’ opinion of them and has 
stressed that Eastleigh’s success is 
not down to financial clout. 

“Obviously, our budget is bigger 
than it ever has been,” explained 
Jewell. “But it’s not like it’s double 
everyone else’s. 

“It’s very unfair to suggest that and 
it puts Richard Hill in a no-win situ¬ 
ation. If he wins a game, or wins a 
competition, the general opinion is 
‘well he should do, because he’s got 
this massive budget’. 

“If he doesn’t win, then its ‘I can’t 
believe he’s not won, he’s got this 
massive budget’. 

“Who knows what every club’s 
budget is, you’ll only know when 
you look back at the accounts filed 
in probably two years hence of that 
season. 

“It’s an enigma that people hide be¬ 
hind. Yes our budget is probably up 
there with the top 10 teams, you’d ex¬ 
pect it to be. 

“If you believe everything you hear- 
about budgets - crikey - you’d expect 
some of the clubs have got double our 
budget. 

“We don’t get hooked on it. It’s an is¬ 
sue for other people. 

“Possible we have a bit of a Green- 
Eyed Monster there, because we’ve 
been successful.” 

The Spitfires have brought in five 
summer signings this transfer win¬ 
dow, but they have all been meticu¬ 
lously thought out, with Hill and 
chairman Stewart Donald heading 
up their recruitment. 

Andy Drury followed Lee Cook, 
Ross Lafayette, Joe Partington and 
Josh Payne into Stoneham Lane this 
closed season as Eastleigh plot a sec- 


Eastleigh manager Richard Hill. 

ond season in the Vanarama National 
League after their top four finish last 
term. 

Jewell added: “The success isn’t 
down to the budget. “It obviously at¬ 
tracts a player when you can pay him 
a decent wage.“If you’re going to at¬ 
tract players from higher leagues 
then you’re going to have to do that. 

“That’s just common sense. But it’s 


not like we’re spending thousands. 

“Although I don’t get involved as 
heavily as Stewart and Richard do in 
regards to purchasing players, I can’t 
think of Richard paying a transfer 
fee. 

“The club has paid transfer fees in 
the past, but that was under a differ¬ 
ent regime. Richard and Stewart do 
very good business. 


“You speak to anyone in any of 
Stewart’s businesses that work 
closely with him. They’ll all tell you 
that he’s a very shrewd cookie and 
that he’s not liberal with his money 
at all. 

“He’s not frightened to spend it, but 
there’s got to be a justification and a 
high percentage that the investment 
is going to be a good one for him.” 


Promotion 
no bar to 
defence 

TEAM Solent’s promotion 
to the Sydenhams Premier 
Division is no bar to them 
defending the Southampton 
Senior Cup this season. 

The Southampton 
Divisional FA’s (SDFA) 
premier competition has 
been boosted by the 
Sydenhams Wessex League 
allowing its top-flight teams 
based within the SDFA 
boundary to compete. 

It means there will be 51 
names going into the hat for 
Monday’s first round draw, 
giving Team Solent - along 
with Blackfield & Langley, 
Fawley AFC, Folland Sports 
and Sholing - the chance to 
vie for a place in the St 
Mary’s showpiece final next 
spring. 

As a further boost, the 
competition has secured 
sponsorship for 2015/16 from 
long-term local football 
supporters TrophyMan, writes 
Wendy Gee. 

TrophyMan director Dave 
Creeden said: “I have always 
enjoyed being involved in 
local football and just want to 
give something back to the 
game I enjoy.” 

The SDFA run nine 
Saturday competitions and 
the Southampton Senior 
Challenge Cup and Junior A 
Cup are both steeped in 
history having been first 
contested in 1909. 

The Junior B Cup was 
introduced in 1961 and the 
Veterans’ Cup followed in 
2003 - this year’s competition 
being boosted by Portsmouth 
DFA allowing Gosport Vets to 
enter a side. 

On top of that there are a 
whole host of Sunday 
competitions - the 
Southampton Senior 
Challenge Cup, Junior A and 
B Challenge Cups, all 
introduced in 1995, and the 
Women’s Challenge Cup 
launched in 2011. 

The SDFA are now looking 
for sponsors for its entire raft 
of cup competitions, which 
have been packaged at a 
respectable price. 

All finals are contested at 
Wessex League grounds or 
above within the 
Southampton area. 

If you are a company or an 
individual who would like to 
get involved with one or more 
of the cup competitions 
please contact SDFA 
secretary Mike Harvey via 
email at mikeharvey76@ 
hotmail.com or on 07936 
398902 for details. 

Sponsors’ details will be 
promoted throughout each 
round to the final via the 
website, social media and the 
press. 

For as little as £250, it’s the 
perfect opportunity to get 
involved with the grassroots 
experience. 
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Bedford is England’s first female non-league football manager 


ENGLISH non-League football has its 
first female manager. 

St Neots Saints of the ChromaS- 
port and Trophies United Counties 
League have appointed Lydia Bed¬ 
ford as their under-21s boss. 

Bedford, an FA Level 4/UEFA A 
licence holder, has a strong track re¬ 
cord of player development for both 
professional clubs and The FA. 


She has been employed as the FA 
elite women’s coach developer for 
the east since 2014 and is currently 
involved with England’s under-17 
women. 

Saints assistant manager Steve 
Eastaugh said: “We are delighted 
Lydia has decided to accept a posi¬ 
tion with us, adding another talented 
coach to our support staff. 


“She has come with very high rec¬ 
ommendation from her peers at the 
FA.” 

Shelley Kerr made history as the 
first woman to manage a male senior 
side in Britain last August when she 
took over at Stirling University in 
the Scottish Lowland League, leading 
them to a sixth-placed finish. 

Six years ago Ian Baird’s Eastleigh 


provided the opposition when turn¬ 
stile operator Donna Powell won a 
competition to become ‘manageress’ 
for the day for Fisher Athletic in the 
Conference South. 

It’s believed she was the first wom¬ 
an in history to be placed in sole 
charge of a semi-professional or pro¬ 
fessional men’s side for a competitive 
match. Eastleigh won 2-1. 


Jewell says chairman’s still 
very committed to Eastleigh 



Donald isn’t going 
anywhere despite 
his Oxford stake 

EASTLEIGH chief executive 
Mark Jewell has reiterated 
chairman Stewart Donald’s 
commitment to the Spitfires. 

Although Donald, who bought the 
National League outfit in late 2011 
and has pumped £3million into the 
club, acquired a ten per cent stake 
in League Two outfit Oxford United, 
there is no need to doubt his devotion 
to Eastleigh, according to Jewell, 
writes Peter Howard. 

Donald himself dismissed any spec¬ 
ulation that he was about to up and 
go from the Silverlake Stadium, but 
Jewell reassured any worried Spit¬ 
fires supporters that their benefactor 
isn’t going anywhere. 

“Stewart’s been absolutely honest 
and open with everybody,” Jewell 
said. “He mentioned at the fans’ fo¬ 
rum a while ago that there’s always 
been interest from Oxford. 

“I suppose anybody that’s done 
what he’s done at Eastleigh is going 
to be attractive to another club, look¬ 
ing for an investor. 

“Being Stewart’s home club, the 
boyhood club he’s always supported 
with his father, I think everybody 
understands what he’s done and for 
what reason. 

“He’s looked at it and weighed it all 
up and considered his options. 

“I can’t speak for him, but we’ve 
done so well here in such a short 
space of time. To walk away from this 
would be very hard. 

“He described it as having two kids. 
Which one do love the best? Well you 
love them both equally. 

“It’s got to that point, so bottom line 
is that he’s just an investor at Oxford, 
with a 10% stake, which keeps the 
Football Association and everybody 
happy. 

“I would imagine he’ll spend a little 
more time there than he has done in 
recent years. When I say time, I mean 
watching more games. 

“He may not go to further afield 
games with Eastleigh that he might 
of done previously. 

“But it won’t diminish his commit¬ 
ment to the club, he’s certainly been 


Mark Jewell 

very active over the last few weeks 
trying to drive me forward, getting 
things ready for next season. 

“There’s certainly been no ‘we can’t 
do this, we can’t do that, we’ll have to 
change that’ because of the money 
he’s invested in Oxford. He has a very 
varied business interest - insurance, 
vehicle leasing, property - so he’s 
just viewed as that. 

“There’s nothing more to it than 
that - I suppose he might ask them 


for a bit of advice on things, how he’s 
changed this club (Eastleigh) around 
with his ideas. 

“There’s nothing more to it than 
that. He’s a fan and he’s put money 
into his own club.” 

Donald’s investment in Oxford will 
be in excess of £500,000 and will also 
see his company, Witney-based Bridle 
Insurance, sponsor the Us’ women’s 
team and academy. 

“It’s not as if there’s any smoke and 


mirrors,” added Jewell. “It’s not like 
he’s said one thing to the fans, but 
signed someone that makes up the 
numbers. 

“We’re actually doing business 
with players that are still on the in¬ 
tent of the club that we set up three 
and a half years ago to get the club to 
the Football League. 

“If anything, the quality of the 
players is increasing every time we 
go along.” 



Eastleigh 
in TV wait 


EASTLEIGH will have to bide 
their time before gracing the 
small screen again. 

Last season the Spitfires’ 
home opener against 
Aldershot Town was one of 
the first matches featured by 
BT Sport as they launched 
into their maiden journey in 
the Conference National. 

This term, however, the 
early spotlight will fall on two 
clubs newly relegated from 
League Two. 

BT’s first selected fixture 
for the 2015/16 Vanarama 
National League campaign is 
the clash between fall guys 
Cheltenham Town and Gary 
Mills’s Wrexham on Monday, 
August 31 (5.30pm). 

The cameras then turn their 
attention to another of the 
relegated Football League 
outfit Tranmere Rovers, made 
pre-season title favourites by 
the bookies. 

Rovers’ 94-year stay in the 
Football League came to an 
end in May, but a strong 
season is predicted under 
new boss Gary Brabin. 

BT viewers will get their first 
chance to see the Prenton 
Park outfit in action on 
Sunday, September 5 
(12.30pm) when they travel to 
Loui Fazakerley’s Welling 
United who narrowly escaped 
the drop last term. 

On course 

A STAGGERING 18 of 
Gosport Borough Youth’s 
new coaches have just 
completed their FA Level One 
course. 

They learned practical 
ways to develop players’ 
technical skills, such as 
shooting and turning and 
running with the ball, and 
were introduced to some key 
aspects of the game 
including player and coach 
development, the FA’s 
Respect programme and 
Football For All. 

A club spokesman said: “It 
is rare for a youth football 
club to run a course such as 
this. Adding 18 newly- 
qualified coaches to the 
ranks means there are now 
40 FA-qualified coaches at 
either Level One or Level Two 
coaching the club’s 25 youth 
teams next season.” 

Coach call 

SOUTHAMPTON Saints 
Ladies are seeking a first- 
team coach for their FA 
Women’s Premier League 
South West team and a 
manager/coach for their 
FAWPL South reserve side. 

A charter standard club, 
the Saints train on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings and 
play on Sundays at 2pm. 

Applicants are asked to 
ring 07731 053208 or email 
ssglfcfirstteam@hotmail.co.uk 
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Lee Bradbury 


Donnelly deal is a ‘massive compliment’ for Hawks 


HAVANT & Waterlooville boss Lee 
Bradbury says it is a ‘massive com¬ 
pliment’ to the club that Scott Don¬ 
nelly has signed a new two-year deal. 

The attacking midfielder was 
signed in January from Conference 
South rivals Farnborough and went 
on to score 16 goals from the centre 
of the park as the Hawks advanced 
to the play-offs. 

He was at it again last Saturday, 
netting two second-half beauties in 
the 2-0 defeat of National League 


outfit Eastleigh - one an audacious 
half-volley from just inside his own 
half, which sailed over Spitfires’ 
goalkeeper Lewis Noice and went in 
off the post. 

His 64th-minute opener wasn’t a 
bad effort either as he met winger 
Ben Swallow’s deep cross and vol¬ 
leyed the ball in first time across 
goal. 

“You’ll struggle to see two bet¬ 
ter goals than that - and the sea¬ 
son hasn’t even started!” beamed 


Bradbury, pictured left, who was 
delighted to see the former QPR and 
Aldershot man was still in the scor¬ 
ing groove. 

“It’s a massive compliment to the 
club that Scott decided to stay. 

“Scoring 16 goals from midfield for 
us last year was crucial in a season 
where we struggled for goals. 

“There were lots of clubs inter¬ 
ested in him, but Scott seems to be 
enjoying himself here and we are 
thankful he has decided to stay.” 


Hollick happy with progress 
after jam-packed weekend 



Stags stack up 
the matches in 
their pre-season 

AFC TOTTON boss Steve Hol¬ 
lick was a contented man 
after a jam-packed 48 hours 
for his playing squad last 
weekend. 

On Friday night the Stags slammed 
eight goals past Team Solent at 
the Test Park before making the 
trip to south Dorset on Saturday to 
play three half-hour games against 
Torquay United, AFC Bournemouth 
and hosts Weymouth in the Terras’ 
125th Anniversary Tournament. 

Goals by Nathaniel Sherborne (3), 
Mike Gosney (2), Craig Feeney, Jake 
Rawkins and new signing Mark Lil- 
ley put paid to student side Team 
Solent who will have been missing 
many of their better players on the 
university break. 

Nevertheless it was a perfect con¬ 
fidence boost for the Southern One 
South and West club. 

They then went on to beat even¬ 
tual tournament winners Torquay 
at Weymouth before succumbing to 
defeat against the Cherries and the 
Terras. 

Reflecting on their hectic weekend 
of action, Hollick said: “In terms of 
commitment and attitude, I couldn’t 
have asked more from the squad. 

“We were missing a few of the 
squad on both days, so others had to 
step in and play out of position or 
play more than we would have liked 
at this stage of pre-season, but all of 
the players did really well. 

“The focus will always be on us in 
pre-season regardless of the opposi¬ 
tion we face. 

“We have really rested the players 
over the last couple of days.” 

Manager Hollick is supported at 
the Testwood Stadium by Lee Burch 
(head coach), Dave Rowland (club 
coach) and Jamie Cotton (goalkeeper 
coach). 

He added: “The coaching staff have 
been working really hard on the prin¬ 
ciples of how we want to play this 


Nathaniel Sherborne, right. 

season, but the players have to take 
the credit for taking the information 
in and executing what is being asked 
of them. 

“The excellent pitches certainly 
helped this on both days. 

“The squad is narrowing down and 
starting to take shape and the coach¬ 
ing staff are all working hard behind 
the scenes.” 


AFC TOTTON FIXTURES 2015/16 
EVO-STIK DIVISION ONE SOUTH & WEST 

August: 8 Taunton (a), 11 Wantage (h), 15 
Shortwood (h), 19 Larkhall (a), 22 Didcot (h), 31 
Winchester (a). 

September: 5 Yate (h), 19 Bridgwater (a), 26 
Cinderford Town (a), 29 Bashley (h). 

October: 3 Tiverton (a, FA Trophy), 10 Tiverton 
(h), 17 Slimbridge (a), 24 Banbury (h), 26 
Burnham (a). 

November: 7 Swindon S (a), 14 Mangotsfield 
(h), 17 Larkhall (h), 21 Evesham (a) and 28 


Taunton (h). 

December: 1 Wantage (a), 5 North Leigh (a), 12 
B Cleeve (h), 19 Didcot (a), 26 Winchester (h). 
January: 2 Wimborne (a), 9 Marlow (h), 16 Yate 
(a), 23 Bridgwater (h), 30 Evesham Utd (h). 
February: 6 Shortwood (a), 13 Cinderford (h), 

20 Bashley (a), 27 Slimbridge (h). 

March: 5 Tiverton (h), 12 N Leigh (h), 19 
Bishops Cleeve (a), 26 Marlow (a), 28 
Wimborne (h). 

April: Burnham (h), 9 Banbury Utd (a), 16 
Swindon S (h), 23 Mangotsfield Utd (a). 


New faces 
impress in 
trials with 
Dolphins 

EX-AFC Bournemouth 
goalkeeper Chad Collins 
is one of a number of 
youngsters on Poole Town 
manager Tom Killick’s radar 
this summer. 

Killick is running the rule 
over a host of trialists as the 
Dolphins look to build on last 
season’s progress to the 
Southern Premier Division 
play-offs. 

As well casting an eye over 
Collins, he is looking at 
former Cherries and Havant & 
Waterlooville midfielder 
Declan McCarthy, who ended 
last season with Sholing, plus 
former Christchurch and 
Bournemouth Poppies 
defender Connor Doe and 
winger Lucas Burt. 

Speaking earlier this week, 
Killick said: “We’ve made no 
firm decisions, but Chad 
Collins is one of a few players 
showing up well in pre¬ 
season. 

“We haven’t held proper 
discussions with him yet, but I 
would certainly like to keep 
him involved with us. 

“Declan McCarthy’s 
performances have been very 
strong so far and, while he is 
one for the under-21s, he may 
be pushing for a first-team 
place sooner rather than later 
based on what we have seen. 

“Connor Doe has 
impressed us. 

“He possibly won’t break 
into the first team straight 
away and could dual-register 
for us now but, as and when 
needed, he could get his 
chance because he has done 
well.” 

Young defender Zach 
Phelps, who came through 
the ranks at Wimborne Town, 
is set to join Todd Coombes 
and Sam White in Poole’s 
Under-21s. 

Much-travelled frontrunner 
Lerone ‘Rudi’ Plummer - 
formerly of QK Southampton, 
Brockenhurst, Winchester 
City, Fareham, Whitchurch 
and Lymington Town - is also 
on trial at Tatnam and will be 
joined by ex-Wimborne 
winger Jamie Davidson once 
he returns from holiday. 



Lerone Plummer 
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Borough’s new signing Harding quick off the mark 


BEN Harding celebrated signing a two- 
year deal for Gosport Borough with a 
goal against Luton Town on Monday 

It wasn’t enough to save the National 
League South outfit from a 5-2 pre-sea¬ 
son defeat, but it was a promising start 
for the former England C, Northampton 
and Wycombe Wanderers midfielder 
left, who became a free agent after part¬ 
ing company with Torquay United. 

Having fought back from 2-0 down 
before eventually losing 3-2 to Ports¬ 
mouth on Saturday, Gosport were facing 
League Two opposition for the second 
time in three days. 

Luton piled on the pressure from the 
off and went 2-0 up with a Danny Green 
screamer and a header from former AFC 
Bournemouth striker Josh McQuoid, 


before 30-year-old Harding replied two 
minutes into the second half following 
a raft of Borough substitutions. 

A Cameron McGeehan penalty award¬ 
ed for handball against skipper Sam 
Pearce put Borough on the back foot 
again before Justin Bennett - winner of 
last season’s Conference South golden 
boot - replied in similar fashion after 
Luton’s Steve McNulty had blocked a 
cross with his hands. 

At that stage the next goal looked like 
it would come from Borough but, against 
the run of play, McQuoid grabbed his 
second. 

As the game wore on Luton - eighth 
in League Two last term - grew stronger 
and it was substitute Zane Banton who 
bagged the Hatters’ fifth with a deflected 


effort past Nathan Ashmore. 

Borough goal machine Bennett had 
also been on target against Portsmouth 
along with ex-Saints, Salisbury and 
Winchester hotshot Jamie White, who 
recently moved to Privett Park from 
Sutton. 

But having pegged the Blues back, 
Alex Pike’s men were stunned by a 90th- 
minute winner from 18-year-old Blues 
academy graduate Conor Chaplin in 
front of a healthy 2,020 crowd. 

Carshalton-born Harding had im¬ 
pressed as a trialist in the Pompey game, 
pulling the strings in midfield. 

Gosport boss Alex Pike said: “He de¬ 
served the man-of-the-match. He is ex¬ 
actly the type of quality player we are 
trying to attract.” 


Totton end up at the bottom 



Totton’s Craig Feeney. 


Beating eventual 
winners Torquay 
was a consolation 

AFC TOTTON had to settle 
for fourth place in Weymouth 
FC’s 125th Anniversary 
Tournament. 

But beating eventual tournament 
winners Torquay United was one big 
feather in the cap for Steve Hollick’s 
Stags. 

With Nathaniel Sherborne, Mike 
Gosney, Dave Allen, Liam Hibberd, 
Luke Dempsey, Nick Watts and Ellis 
White all unavailable, Totton were 
well short of full strength for the 
one-day tournament which featured 
three games of 15 minutes each way 

But they could not have asked for 
a better start as, with just eight min¬ 
utes gone, Craig Feeney was bundled 
over in the area and dusted himself 
down to bury the penalty to secure a 
1-0 win over Torquay 

The Gulls hit the crossbar two min¬ 
utes later but Totton held strong for a 
well-deserved victory. 

The Stags’ second match was a far 
tougher affair against a young AFC 
Bournemouth side and it needed 
a fantastic double save by newly- 
signed goalkeeper Kieran Greene 
from Basingstoke Town to deny Cher¬ 
ries under-21s an early opener. 

But come half-time Bournemouth 
were two goals to the good and they 
eventually ran out 3-0 winners thanks 
to a Joe Quigley strike and two from 
trialist Ben Pope. 

Striker Pope recently signed a one- 
year deal with Worthing after trials 
with Norwich, Stoke City and Cam¬ 
bridge United last season, but the 
Ryman League outfit would not stand 
in his way if the chance to join a pro 
club were to arise. 

With several Totton players having 
featured in an 8-1 win over Team So- 
lent the previous evening, tiredness 
had begun to set in prior to the final 
game against hosts Weymouth. 

After a goalless first half, a prom¬ 
ising move between Feeney and new 


strike signing Mark Lilley was scup¬ 
pered by the offside flag. 

Keeper Steve Mowthorpe then 
made an outstanding save to keep out 
a long-range effort and it looked as if 
honours would be even until George 


Rigg popped up with a last-gasp de¬ 
cider to tip the balance 1-0 in the Ter¬ 
ras’ favour. 

Those two defeats left Totton at the 
bottom of the final table with three 
points, just adrift of Weymouth and 


Bournemouth who collected four 
points apiece. 

Torquay recovered from their de¬ 
feat by the Stags to beat Weymouth 
1-0 and Stephen Purches’s young 
Cherries 2-0 to take the crown. 


Chairman 

honoured 

BLACKFIELD & Langley 
chairman Owen Lightfoot and 
three Sholing stalwarts are 
among the late recipients of 
a Southampton Divisional FA 
Long Service Award. 

Sholing’s manager and 
former chairman Dave Diaper 
was honoured, along with 
treasurer Malcolm Stokes 
and popular committee 
member Chris Lewis. 

Bill Beaney (City of 
Southampton Sunday 
League), Geoff Smith 
(secretary, AFC Stoneham) 
and Ken Webb (Southampton 
Referees’ Association) 
completed the latest batch of 
award winners. 

The service to football 
awards are made by the 
association for individuals 
that have served at least 20 
years in local football. 

Nominations can be made 
via local leagues and local 
referees’ societies to SDFA 
secretary Mike Harvey via 
email at mikeharvey76@ 
hotmail.com or on 07936 
398902, to be received by 
March 1, 2016. 

If you know of anyone who 
should be nominated within 
your club or organisation, 
please contact your 
committee secretary for 
recommendation. 

There are numerous people 
over the years that have gone 
unrecognised, so the SDFA 
are asking for help in putting 
names forward. 

• THERE will be Premier 
League football - at junior 
level - for Salisbury this 
season. 

The under-IOs are playing 
in the new league on 
Saturday mornings and will 
face the likes of Arsenal, 
Reading, West Brom, 
Coventry, Birmingham and 
Yeovil. 

Mini Whites will receive 
three hours of UEFA B 
coaching per week. 

New players are welcome to 
participate in trials at the 
Raymond McEnhill Stadium 
this month and next. 

To find out more 
information contact under- 
IOs manager Darren Abreu at 
abreu.darren@gmail.com or 
on 07581 880627. 

• DAN Martin will take 
charge of Alresford Town’s 
resurrected reserve team. 

The Magpies’ second string 
folded justa year ago when 
players stepped up to the 
first team following the mass 
exodus to Winchester City. 

Martin’s job is to create a 
new stepping stone for young 
players to reach Martin 
Beck’s Sydenhams Premier 
side. 

Not only will it ensure first- 
team players are pushed for 
their places, but it will also 
provide a vehicle for senior 
players recovering from 
injury. 
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Feel hot 


this summer 


Nothing more to pay until 1st September 
Unlimited gym, swim and classes 
Health Suite 


Contact us today! 


FLEMING PARK LEISURE CENTRE 

02380 684819 

www.flemingparkleisurecentre.co.uk 


for only 

£ 20.15 


Sensational, never-to-be-repeated low price deal. Save £££s 

FLY DIRECT FROM SOUTHAMPTON! 


Italy's beautiful Lake Garda Rialto Bridge, Venice 




PRIME SATURDAY DAYTIME FLIGHTS 

You are invited to take advantage of this low price offer to Italy's 
beautiful Lake Garda with specialist operator Italian Getaways. 
It includes FREE tours to both Venice and Verona. A real holiday bargain! 


Fly from SOUTHAMPTON AIRPORT, the airport on your 
doorstep! You will fly in comfort on prime daytime flights 
with flybe - an excellent airline. No supplement for these 
popular Saturday flights - a true flying start to your holiday! 

FANTASTIC RESORT 

When you arrive in Italy you will be whisked by coach direct 
to the resort. Malcesine is possible the oldest town on the lake 
and has managed to preserve much of its ancient charm and 
character, and offers fantastic views of the snow-capped 
mountains in the distance. Riva del Garda is one of the most 
fashionable and sought after destinations on the whole of Lake 
Garda, enjoying special views both across and down the lake. 

Your holiday INCLUDES two fantastic tours to Venice 
and Verona. Few cities in the world are 'must-see' places 
but Venice is at the top of the list! Close your eyes and 


imagine yourself being serenaded by a gondolier as you 
make your way along the Grand Canal and underneath 
the Rialto Bridge. Verona too is a fantastic city with its 
ampitheatre and Romeo and Juliet's balcony to name just 
two of its many stunning landmarks. 

LOTS TO DO AND SEE 

Your stay at Lake Garda also gives you plenty of time to 
enjoy all that the Lake has got to offer. The cable car to the 
top of Monte Baldo is highly recommended because the view 
from 5,643 feet is utterly breathtaking. Another might be 
market day in Riva del Garda. Traditional stalls on the 
medieval streets compete with the trendy boutiques for your 
Euros. Another must are boat trips from Riva del Garda. 

Sadly the time will come when you've got to board the 
flight home but only after a holiday of a lifetime. 


inclusive* 

PACKAGE 

Return flights 

- PLUS - 

Transfers to/from hotel 

- PLUS - 

EXCELLENT HOTEL 

- PLUS - 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFASTS 

r Hotel Primo, Riva del Garda A 

VLL DATES ONLY £399 K°L 

FREE HALF BOARD 


(SELECT 




/'Hotel San Marco, Malcesine'N 

IaLL DATES ONLY f499 SSj 


G 


Hotel Alpino, Malcesine 


I ^ ^Thank you. It was our fourth consecutive holiday to Lake Garda - and by far the best! The flights, reps and hotel were all first class. 99 


Hotel Centrale, Riva del Garda' 

ALL DATES ONLY £699 SK 

Lake view room upgrade - £50pp 

FREE HALF BOARD 

iHotel La Perla, Riva del Garda 1 


Balcony rooms included 

FREE HALF BOARD 


HOTEL SAN MARCO 
Malcesine 

I 10 10 f Location, location, 
location! This hotel is just a few 
steps from the water’s edge, right 
by the harbour in the heart of 
Malcesine. Delightful ensuite 
rooms with B/B. Ample shops, 
cafes and restaurants all around. 
All rooms en suite. Great 
central location in resort. 


HOTEL CENTRALE HOTEL PRIMO 

Riva del Garda Riva del Garda 

0 |0 |0 |0 0 Just 50 metres 0 00 00 0 Owned and run 
from the crystal clear water’s edge by Marcus, the hotel is ideally 
and quaint little harbour at the resort situated right in the heart of Riva 
of Riva Del Garda. Centrally located Del Garda, close to all the 
overlooking the harbour piazza and attractions, shops, cafes and 
close to cafes, shops and bars. All bars all around and only about 


rooms ensuite with TV. 

Lake View room up-grades 
available at only £50pp extra. 


100 metres from the beach. 

All rooms en suite. Great 
central location in resort. 


FREE TOURS to 
VENICE &VERONA 

ONLY for new bookings made 23rd-31st July 


S.CO.UK 


Island Getaways (t/a Italian Getaways) are fully bonded for your full financial protection - ATOL 3258 • Champion House, Rookley, Isle of Wight P038 3NN All prices are per person based on 2 sharing. Travel insurance, if required, £44.95. 
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T-LINE 590, 

4 Berths, 

4 Belted Seats, 
Elevating Bed. 


AUTO ROLLER 695P, 
New for 2015! 

4 Berths, 

4 Belted Seats, 
Island Bed. 


T-LINE 590: Winner of the 
CARAVAN CLUB DESIGN AWARD 2015!’ 


T-LINE 740, 
New for 2015! 

5 Berths, 

5 Belted Seats, 
En-Suite 
Rear Double. 


AUTO ROLLER 746, 
6 Berth, 
Spacious 
6ft Lounge. 


30th Aug 

Only £ js 

Hd pickups 


FRESH SEA AIR 


Limited offer! 


Honest Prices, Fantastic Service, 
No Gimmicks 
No Pushy Sales Tactics 


Fri 25 to Mon 28 Sep 

Your break includes: 3 nights dinner, bed & breakfast 
at the Britannia Coventry Hill, Allesley • Excursions to 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwick, Broadway, Stow-on-the- 
Wold & Bourton-on-the-Water • Same coach return 
from Eastleigh, Southampton & Totton 


or Request your FREE brochure today! 

Terms apply, Tour ref: 8 X 3079 , Quote: Late Deal 


f 08432 244 239 ^ justgoholidays.com 


One Day 
Summer 
Sale 

Saturday 1st August 
10am-5pm 
50% off 

all summer stock 


Or call us on: 


023 8069 2447 


13 Latimer Street 
Romsey S051 8DF 
Tel: 01794 522 322 


02380 42497S 


salesandservices@dailyecho.co.uk 


ADVANCED < 

EXTERIOR PLASTICS & BUILDING SERVICES ' 


www.advancede 


Call for a 
GENUINE quote 


* PolarPlastics 


PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 


l! 11 ! 


>« Mill 


II 


Solent Motor Homes Ltd, 5 Upton Road, 
* Dorset RH17 7AA 

Q t: 01202 801705 

_ e info@solentmotorhomes.co.uk 

rhomes www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk 


Main authorised agents for 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


VISA 


Cotswold Villages Weekend 


Which? 


Visit one of our showrooms at: 


5 Manor Road 168 Fair Oak Road 

Bitterne Triangle Bishopstoke 

Southampton Eastleigh 

SOI8 INN SO50 8HA 




OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Holbury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, I fensa I 

Southampton 


Bojangles Boutique Romsey 

Opening Times- 

Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am to 5pm 


HomeServices 


• Windows • Doors 

• Conservatories • Fascias 

• Cladding • Gutters 

• Glass units • Window repairs 


HEATWAVE 
SALE 
10% OFF 

on selected used & 
ALL new motorhomes! 
*Sale ends 31st August 


LA 


City Break 


4 Day Tour, 7th AWlf2gg| 

lorton Resort Mill Rythe 

|35ys!lU>th Aug 4 Days, 14th Aug 


Orkney & 29th A5gfcJ£8?9 


MoselleVVallevi 


Ostend, Brussels & Ypres 5 Days, 17thTAugust - £325 


1950’s Kent “Call the Midwife” 5 Days, 20th Aug - £369 

Call now for further details and to request your free Summer 2015 and Winter 2015/16 
brochure with our wide range of additional UK and Continental tours 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
• 10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 
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On brink 
of glory 

BRITAIN are two wins away from 
lifting the Davis Cup for the first 
time in 79 years after they beat 
France in the quarter-finals at 
Queen's. 

Andy Murray will lead the charge 
as Britain face Australia in the last 
four while Belgium play Argentina 
in the other semi-final in 
September. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a 
closer look at the four teams gun¬ 
ning for glory. 

BRITAIN 

Davis Cup titles: Nine 

Britain rank third in the all-time list 
of champions, behind only Australia 
and the Unites States, but they have 
not won or reached a final since 
1936. 

Route to the semis: United States, 
France 

A surprise 3-2 win over the United 
States in Glasgow kick-started 
Britain's Davis Cup campaign and 
they followed that up with an impres¬ 
sive 3-1 victory over France as Andy 
Murray claimed three scalps in as 
many days. 

Strength: Murray 

Murray is the only top-10 player left 
in the competition and Britain can 
expect to notch two singles victories 
every time the Scot is named on the 
teamsheet. 

Weakness: Reliance on Murray 

The semi-finals begin five days 
after the US Open final and if Murray 
were to go deep at Flushing 
Meadows, he may struggle to play 
two singles rubbers, let alone the 
doubles as well. That could leave 
Britain's thin squad exposed. 

Threat: High 

Murray is the stand-out player left 
in the competition and that makes 
Britain favourites to win the competi¬ 
tion. If the world number three can 
stay fit, they will take some stopping. 

AUSTRALIA 

Davis Cup titles: 28 

Australia's last Davis Cup triumph 
came in 2003, their fourth in 20 years, 
but a barren spell at the top of the 
men's game means this is their first 
semi-final since 2006. 

Route to the semis: Czech 
Republic, Kazakhstan 

A 3-2 victory in the Czech Republic 
was straight-forward in comparison to 
Australia's win over Kazakhstan, 
which saw Lleyton Flewitt and Sam 
Groth come back from 2-0 down to 
secure a spot in the last four. 

Strength: Depth 

While Britain have two players in 
the top 100, Australia boast six. 
Bernard Tomic, Nick Kyrgios and 
Thanasi Kokkinakis are three of the 
most talented young players on the 
circuit while Sam Groth and Lleyton 
Flewitt bring much-needed experi¬ 
ence. 

Weakness: Off-court problems 

Tomic, Australia's highest ranked 
player, was left out of the squad 
against Kazakhstan after a dispute 
with Tennis Australia and Kyrgios has 
threatened to boycott the competition 
in support of his teammate. 

Threat: High 

Australia boast the strongest squad 
in the tournament even without Tomic 
and if they can get past Britain in 
September, they will be hot favourites 
to lift the title. 

Continued on facing page 



GOT A SPORTS STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 











Saturday, July 25,2015 


DAILY ECHO 


31 



iw* 


f A 

n 




* 





f V 

* 


f 

# s 

."•aM 


THIS is the Hampshire thrill seeker taking another huge 
step towards a fifth world title. 

Southampton’s Gary Hunt claimed his fifth successive victory of 
the 2015 Red Bull World Cliff Diving sries in the Azores. 

That followed wins at Cartegena, Texas, La Rochelle and 
Copenhagen - and Hunt is now 410 points clear of the rest of the 
field with three rounds remaining. 

Hunt bids for a sixth win in a row at Mostar in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on August 15. 

The series then moves onto Polignano a Mare in Italy on 
September 13, before concluding in Bilbao, Spain, a fortnight later. 

Hunt is aiming to win the title for a fifth time in six years. 

After claiming the crown in 2010,2011 and 2012, he was runner-up 
in 2013. But he bounced back to reclaim the title in 2014. 

Pictures show Hunt celebrating his wins at 1) Cartegena 2) 

Texas 3) La Rochelle 4) Copenhagen and 5) the Azores. 
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Davis Cup 
hopefuls 

From facing page 


Davis Cup titles: 0 

Belgium have never won the Davis 
Cup and their sole appearance in the 
final came 111 years ago, when they 
lost 5-0 to Britain. 

Route to the semis: Switzerland, 
Canada 

Belgium knocked out reigning 
champions Switzerland, who admit¬ 
tedly were without both Roger 
Federer and Stan Wawrinka, before 
thrashing an under-strength Canada 
5-0 in the quarter-finals. 

Strength: David Goffin 

Goffin, who reached the last 16 at 
Wimbledon this year, is ranked 14th in 
the world and has lost only two of his 
11 Davis Cup singles matches. 

Weakness: Depth 

Belgium lack star quality in their 
ranks, with world number 67 Steve 
Darcis the highest ranked supporting 
act to Goffin. 

Threat: Moderate 

Belgium have been fortunate that 
opponents so far have been without 
their star names but they have taken 
full advantage, and a home win 
against Argentina is certainly not 
beyond them. 



DAVID GOFFIN 

ARGENTINA 

Davis Cup titles: 0 

Argentina are yet to etch their name 
on the trophy but they are getting 
close, having reached three finals in 
the last nine years. 

Route to the semis: Brazil, Serbia 

Two singles wins on the final day 
saw Argentina scrape past Brazil in 
round one but overcoming a Novak 
Djokovic-less Serbia was more com¬ 
fortable, as the South Americans 
made the most of their clay courts at 
home to win 4-1. 

Strength: Doubles 

Leonardo Mayer and Carlos 
Berlocq are rated 63rd and 77th 
respectively in the doubles list and 
they can also call upon Diego 
Schwartzman for the middle rubber, if 
Mayer needs rest for the singles. 

Weakness: Singles 

Juan Martin Del Potro remains side¬ 
lined with a long-term wrist injury and 
without him, Argentina are hardly flush 
with quality. World number 27 Juan 
Monaco is their highest ranked player. 

Threat: Low 

An unlikely Del Potro recovery 
would transform the team's prospects 
overnight but otherwise Argentina are 
outsiders, particularly as Belgium will 
pick the surface for their semi-final 
clash. 
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working in 
partnership 
with 




Drivers Ltd are Hampshire’s leading Independent Logistics Recruitment Agency supplying 
Driving & Warehouse staff locally, nationally and Internationally since 1983. 

Working in Partnership with Tesco Distribution since 2005, Drivers Ltd work as Master Vendor for Tesco DC, 
supplying the entirety of the flexible HGV 1 workforce on the transport side. The site in Nursling, Southampton is 
open 24 hours a day and drivers start work around the clock in afternoon, evening, twilight and day shifts, 365 days 
a year. Drivers Ltd colleagues working on behalf of Tesco DC are engaged in a variety of shift patterns, from full time 
to occasional weekends to suit the work life balance of the colleague. Recognised for their dedication to customers 
& colleagues alike, excellent working conditions & being at the forefront of the UK Retail Industry, Tesco looks for 
colleagues who enjoy working as part of a close-knit group, where agency drivers are valued as much as 
the permanent team and are treated in exactly the same way. 

"/ feel in the two years I have worked part time at Southampton my Driving work has given me a great deal of Job 
Fulfillment and great to feel a part of their Team also, shame I can't work for them Full Time! 

This is my new Career HGV Driving and Tesco were good enough to give me an opportunity where others wouldn't, 

I thoroughly enjoy my shifts there. Thank You Tesco!” - Craig, Drivers Ltd colleague since 2013 

“The degree of collaboration and personal service offered by the Drivers Limited team is exactly what the Tesco 
business requires. Their expertise in supplying professional, friendly, and motivated drivers who enjoy being part of 
the Tesco team allows me to offer the very best service to over 200 Tesco stores in the South. Tesco J s partnership with 
Drivers Limited is one with which we are very proud.” - James Adcroft, Transport Manager, Tesco (Southampton) 



For more information on all of the above contact: 

T: 02380 33 92 93 

E: info@driversltd.co.uk • W: www.driversltd.co.uk 
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Calshot 
Activities Centre 


•Climbing • Watersports 

• Snowsports • Cycling 7y ^,, 

• Archery and more! i . v:M 

For action-packed, adrenaline fuelled fun 

call today; 1 Si v 1 

on 023 8089 2077 or visit www.calshot.com 1 - 


^ Hampshire 

County Council 


Wilton Flooring 
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MASON Crane impressed 
many on his LV County 
Championship debut - not 
least the Durham batsmen. 

The young leg-spinner was out¬ 
standing on his first day of first-class 
action, finishing with 0-51 from 20 
overs before getting the wickets he 
deserved. 

He ended the first innings with 1-75 
after Australian all-rounder John 
Hastings became the first of what 
will surely be many first-class vic¬ 
tims. 

Crane claimed all the Durham wick¬ 
ets to fall in the third innings, taking 
4-72 from 16 overs before the visitors 
declared on 190-4. 

It was the best first-class debut by 
a Hampshire player since Dimi Mas- 
carenhas’s 6-88 against Glamorgan in 
1996. 

Durham batsman Gordon Muchall 
was full of praise for Crane after 
making 145 at The Ageas Bowl. 


He said: “I think the young spinner 
was brilliant. He’s one to look out 
for. He landed them well bowling his 
googlies, his leg-spinners and his lit¬ 
tle variations. 

“It was quite difficult because balls 
landing in the same place were doing 
something different so you never re¬ 
ally got your rhythm. 

“Normally I would use my feet and 
come down the pitch but I had to bide 
my time a bit. 

“His trajectory is quite low and 
skiddy so even his short ones were 
hard to get away.” 

Michael Richardson, son of for¬ 
mer South Africa wicketkeeper Dave 
Richardson, also made a point of re¬ 
ferring to Hampshire’s “brilliant” leg 
spinner. 

After sharing a fifth-wicket stand of 
142 with Muchall while making 91 in 
the first innings, he said: “For a guy 
on debut he did very, very well. He’s 
obviously a very confident chap. 

“I don’t feel like I faced too many 


balls from him (39), it felt like it was 
more Muchy (69), who’s got a lot of 
experience and comes after spin. To 
finish with figures going for less than 
three an over as a leggie was bril¬ 
liant.” 

Hampshire all-rounder Will Smith 
is “very excited” at what the future 
holds for Crane. 

He said: “As a leggie, to show so 
much control for one so young was 
very impressive. He already has 
enough deliveries; the leg-break, 
googly and other variations. 

“What’s great is the control he has 
and the ability to bowl it and execute 
it. 

“People like Shane Warne will tell 
you that working out batsmen and 
knowing what to bowl and when is a 
large part of what makes a leg-spin¬ 
ner successful. 

“I don’t want to hype him up but 
he’ll be a really good kid. He has got 
everything he needs and has got to 
keep doing it. 


“Whenever anyone comes in and 
looks pretty special you have to tem¬ 
per that enthusiasm because they 
are still young. 

“But he has the skills and the right 
mentality and doesn’t seem to be 
fazed by anything. It’s like he’s been 
here for ages. He’s just got to build on 
it and keep going. 

“The club has done brilliantly to 
get him in the team at the right time 
with his confidence high. They’ve 
managed him really well.” 

Crane was rewarded with a two- 
year development contract during 
the draw with Durham and so too 
was batsman Joe Weatherley 

But he would not even have played 
against Durham if Brad Taylor, 
Hampshire’s youngest debutant 
since 1867 when he broke into the 
side as a 16 year-old in 2013, did not 
have a damaged spinning finger. 

“There are some nice kids coming 
through, the future’s certainly excit¬ 
ing,” added Smith. 


Legend at 
The Bowl 

BARRY Richards was back at 
Hampshire Cricket on the eve 
of his 70th birthday. 

The Hampshire legend was 
at The Ageas Bowl on Monday 
with former teammate Andy 
Murtagh, the author of his 
biography Sundial in the 
Shade, copies of which were 
signed in the club shop. 

During an entertaining 
interview with Radio Solent’s 
Kevan James, Richards 
admitted there was truth in 
the rumour he used to feign 
injury during Wimbledon 
fortnight. 

“Hammy’s were harder to 
detect!” he said. 

Richards’ career was 
restricted to four Tests 
because of South Africa’s ban 
during the apartheid years, 
hence the title of the book. 

It comes from a quote of 
Benjamin Franklin’s: “Hide 
not your talent. They for use 
were made. What’s a sundial 
in the shade? 

Test cricket’s loss was 
Hampshire’s gain. He scored 
15,607 first-class runs at 50.5 
from 1968-78 as well as 6,708 
limited-overs runs at 39.9. 

Murtagh taught English at 
Malvern College after being 
released by Hampshire in 
1980 and has written several 
cricket biographies since 
retiring. 



Barry Richards (left) 

Draw for 
Seconds 

HAMPSHIRE drew their 
Second Eleven Championship 
match against MCC Young 
Cricketers. 

Trialist Moin Ashraf was the 
pick of the bowlers with 3-81 
from 25 overs as MCC YC 
declared on a colossal 473-5 
(115.2 overs) after beginning 
day two on 405-3. 

Brad Wheal (1-93) and Basil 
Akram (1-75) took the other 
wickets to fall as MCC made 
their huge total at Newclose 
on the Isle of Wight. 

South Africa-born New 
Zealander Shawn Hicks, 20, 
struck a magnificent 177 (211 
balls, 28 fours) for the 
visitors. 

The third day was 
abandoned because of rain 
with Hampshire 292-7 in reply 
(90 overs). 

Joe Weatherley (85) put on 
71 for the first wicket with 
Tom Alsop (37) and Jake 
Goodwin (62) also hit fifty. 
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Yasir Arafat celebrates a wicket during his match-winning performance against Somerset on Friday night (LMI Photography) 

Vince targets cup 
double for Hants 



James Vince celebrates Hants’ quarter-final qualification (LMI Photography) 


JAMES Vince is targeting 
another limited-overs cup 
double. 

Vince, who helped Hampshire win 
both limited-overs cups in 2012, is 
looking forward to captaining the 
county in 50-over competition for 
the first time after leading his side 
to another T20 quarter-final. 

After overseeing a dream perfor¬ 
mance in the field as Hampshire de¬ 
fended 143, their lowest T20 of the 
season, to reach the last eight, he is 
ready to spearhead a better season 
in the Royal London One-Day Cup. 

Vince, who captained England 
Lions to a 4-1 50-over series win 
against South Africa A six months 
ago, said: “I’ve had a taste of it and 
we’re looking for an improvement 
after underperforming last year. 

“We have a good enough squad 
to win the competition. We’ll fight 
hard in the four-day stuff but 
there’s no reason why we can’t get 
to Lord’s and Finals Day and win 
both limited-overs comps.” 

Hampshire managed only one 
One-Day Cup win last season, their 
worst ever in List A cricket. 

But after beating Sussex at Hove 
in a thrilling T20 match last week 
they are full of confidence as they 


prepare to welcome their south- 
coast rivals to the Ageas Bowl for 
their opening group game. 

Hampshire hope to have Fidel Ed¬ 
wards back for their second game 
against Kent at Canterbury on 
Thursday 

And Vince is hopeful Mason 
Crane will be available to Hamp¬ 


shire for most of the tournament 
despite being called up to the Eng¬ 
land U19 50-over and ‘Test’ squads 
for their series against Australia in 
August. 

“Wicket-taking bowlers are more 
important in 50-over cricket than 
they were in 40-over stuff, you 
need wickets to slow the opposition 


down,” said Vince. 

“So if Mason has the opportu¬ 
nity to play first-team cricket here 
hopefully he’ll be able to do that.” 
Vince expects to captain Hamp¬ 
shire in all forms until the end of 
the season. 

After Hampshire ended a run of 
three successive LV County Cham¬ 
pionship defeats by holding on for 
a draw in their first game after 
Jimmy Adams stood down, Vince 
said: “It’s something I’m than hap¬ 
py to do to get a taste for and see if 
it’s something I want to take on in 
future. 

“It’s game by game for now but 
the likelihood is it’ll be till the end 
of the season.” 

Hampshire are not in Champion¬ 
ship action again until Warwick¬ 
shire visit on August 7 by when 
they will have played six of their 
eight group games in the One-Day 
Cup. 

The T20 quarter-finals take place 
in mid August. Vince was relieved 
to qualify on Friday night, follow¬ 
ing Yasir Arafat’s 4-37. 

“Yasir got us over the line in 
Hove and the same again,” he said 
“It’s nice to have two overs at the 
end knowing that the batter has to 
bat really well to score off him.” 


Lewis’s relief 
after defying 
title hopefuls 

LEWIS McManus spoke of his relief 
after his match-saving 53 not out in 
his first LV County Championship 
match at The Ageas Bowl. 

After being drafted into the side 
when Adam Wheater pulled out of 
Durham’s visit for personal reasons, 
the wicketkeeper-batsman found 
himself batting with Hampshire 39-5 
after just 15 overs of their second 
innings. 

No matter. He batted for the next 45 
overs as Hampshire closed on 179-9 
amid high tension on Wednesday 
evening, with debutant Mason Crane 
at the other end. 

“It got a bit tight at the end!” said the 
20 year-old. 

“We lost a few wickets which put the 
game back in their hands but I had 
faith in Mason and myself.” 

Hampshire had hoped to have tilt at 
the 302 they were set in a minimum of 
72 overs, before Chris Rushworth took 
three early wickets. 

“If we got through the new ball we 
would have definitely looked at 
chasing down that total,” continued 
Poole-born McManus. 

“With hitters like Carbs (Michael 
Carberry) and Vincey we could have 
done it but it didn’t go our way so we 
changed tactics.” 

Hampshire faced 66 overs after 



Lewis McManus hits out 


benefitting from the loss of nine to the 
weather. 

“When we saw the rain rolling in we 
hoped it would stay as long as 
possible,” said McManus, who is 
confident Hampshire have what it 
takes to stay up. 

They are 21 points adrift of the 
safety positions, but McManus said: 
“With a bit of momentum we can come 
out of the position we’re in. 

“We have some very good players 
and there are still five games coming 
up.” 

McManus, who made 28 in the 
second innings of his debut against 
Yorkshire at Headingley and 29 in the 
first innings of his home debut, ended 
the match by hitting Rushworth for his 
fourth four to reach his maiden first- 
class fifty (166 balls) after two-and-a- 
half hours at the crease. 

“It hasn’t been easy at all, I’ve just 
tried to play each ball as it comes 
after replicating what it will be like in 
practice,” he said. 

“I’ve worked hard with [batting 
coach] Tony Middleton, and am always 
trying to improve here and there.” 
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HAYLING ISLAND CUT OFF 



Locks Heath CC (1-r): T Hett, Newland, Levy, Stead, Wake, M Hett. Front: Griffiths, Hughes, Paskins,Williamson, Kirby. 


LOCKS Heath and Ventnor were 
the winners when the Hampshire 
League’s bottom four went head-to- 
head - but the indications are the 
scrap to avoid relegation from Coun¬ 
ty Division 1 will go to the wire. 

Having lost all 11 games, Hayling 
Island - promoted in third place from 
C2 last summer - appear doomed, 
writes Mike Vimpany. 

But with five wins looking the likely 
safety minimum, any of the teams in 
the lower echelons could be dragged 
into the mire. 

The 55-run win at Ropley was only 
Locks Heath’s second success of the 
summer - but it gives them hope. 

The only snag is they have three of 
the current top six still to play 

Locks Heath piled up 274-7 (Mark 
Hoggan 92no and Rob Stead 58no) be¬ 
fore Jack Paskins took 3-26 as Ropley 
were dismissed for 219. 

The win closed the safety net to 21 
points, but Ventnor’s result enabled 
them to leapfrog Ropley into fourth 
from bottom place. 

On the back of a double-century 
opening partnership between Mike 
Lever (114) and Mike Hallett (92), 
Hayling posted a season’s best 275-8 
against Ventnor at Steephill, where 
high scores are commonplace. 

Hayling were 221 without loss at 
one point - then Portsmouth Gram¬ 
mar School all-rounder Marcus Hor¬ 
ton returned a career-best 7-37 spell 
of off-spin. 

Ventnor quickly dropped to 9-2 and 
later 68-4, but a 144-run target be¬ 
tween Martin Blackman, who hit an 
unbeaten 124, and Charlie Calloway, 
with a boundary-strewn 84, turned 


the tide in their favour. 

Fifth from bottom Fareham & 
Crofton are now glancing over their 
shoulders after a hefty 119-run defeat 
to table-topping Fair Oak left the 
Bath Lane club only 12 points off a 
danger spot. 

With Fair Oak 123-5 (Ed Kemp 33), 
there were grounds of optimism for 


Fareham, but Assad Abbas (57) and 
Andy Sturman (38) lifted the visitors 
to 248-9. 

That was too many for Fareham, 
who were whisked out for 129, Rhys 
Oxley (4-14) and Rufus Bullough (3- 
15) doing the damage. 

Oaks’ lead at the top was 36 points 
going into today’s match with lowly 


Ropley at Lap stone Park. 

Shrewton are now second after 
chasing down Ryde’s 262 to win by 
five wickets. 

New Zealander Ben Skilton made 
his third century of the summer, an 
unbeaten 117, as Purbrook totalled 
240 before bowling OTs & Romsey II 
out for 225 (Shane Vidler 43). 



Harry Tulk 


OTs keep title race running 
with crucial Portsmouth win 


OLD Tauntonians & Romsey are set 
for a thrilling race to the finish line 
with Portsmouth for the Southern 
Electric Premier Division 2 titlle. 

Last week’s rollercoaster five-wicket 
win by OTs has trimmed the gap be¬ 
tween the clubs down to five points 
with six games to go. 

Portsmouth will be kicking them¬ 
selves for twice allowing the game to 
slip from their grasp. 

While Jack Marston (71) and Henry 
Farrant (62) were at the crease, they 
were in command. 

A score of 167-1 looked capable of 
being expanded to the upper 200s, but 
Portsmouth’s last nine wickets fell for 
73 to leave OTR 240 to beat. 

At 136-5, OTs appeared to have little 
hope. 

But an unbeaten 75 by Stuart Shap- 
land and 41 not out from 16-year-old 
Harry Tulk, pictured, turned the 
match on its head. 

Hulk is really coming of age as he 
makes the step up from junior cricket 
where he has excelled in the Old Taun¬ 
tonians side which has won the Hamp¬ 
shire U17 Championship for the past 
two seasons. 

The youngest member of the Hulk 


dynasty - grandfather Derek was one 
of Holt’s colts and father Stewart was 
a prominent left-hander for many 
years - Harry hit a Hampshire League 
century earlier this season. 

He is attracting the attention of 
County age group representative se¬ 
lectors with his run scoring. 

Now there’s everything to play for as 
the two challengers head into the Au¬ 
gust home straight. 

The run-in for the pair are: 

OTs & Romsey: Hambledon, Bashley 
(Rydal) II, Tichborne Park, Paultons, 
Sparsholt and Hursley Park. 

Portsmouth: Fawley, Langley Manor, 
Hursley Park, Hambledon, Bashley 
(Rydal) II, Tichborne Park. 


• Parley eased through to the re¬ 
gional finals of the ECB Under-15 Club 
Championships with a 61-run victory 
against their Hook & Newnham Ba¬ 
sics opponents. 

Tom Barber (50) and Alex Sands (51) 
both hit half-centuries as Parley piled 
up 185-3 in 20 overs. 

Hampshire winners Hook were sel¬ 
dom at the races and closed on 124-5, 
Matt Taylor making 34. 


A 



Smith 136 
crucial for 
Seniors 

MAX Smith’s 136 against 
Berkshire steered Hampshire 
Seniors into the quarter¬ 
finals of the ECB 50-plus 
County Championship. 

It helped Hampshire to 282- 
9, and was his third Seniors 
hundred of the summer. 

He hit a six and 20 
boundaries and shared a 143- 
run second-wicket 
partnership with Chris 
Wheeler (43). 

New Milton’s Nick Gargaro 
took 6-53 to secure a 143-run 
win as Berkshire were 
dismissed for 139. 

Hampshire’s 60s side piled 
up 274-6 - but still lost their 
Seevent National Over-60s 
Championship match to Kent 
by 21 runs. 

Waterlooville’s Geoff Beale 
made 112 and partnered Mike 
Swain (80) in a 175-run stand 
as Hampshire tried in vain to 
chase down Kent’s 295-5 at 
Gravesend. 



Mike Swain 


Fair Oak 
favourites 

FAIR OAK play Compton 
& Chandler’s Ford in the 
Winchester & District CA 
Tichborne Trophy final at St 
Cross Symondians’ Green 
Jackets Ground on Thursday. 

The unbeaten Hampshire 
League leaders eased into 
the final with a 28-run win 
over Owslebury, Assad Abbas 
hitting 60 and Andy Sturman 
finishing 38 not out in their 
128-2. 

Compton & Chandler’s Ford 
routed Longparish for 42 in 
the other semi-final - Pranay 
Rathod taking 4-9 - but lost 
three cheap wickets before 
South African Ryno Neethling 
hit 26 not out to see them 
home. 

The Igglesden Trophy final 
will be between Pathwar 
Lions and Wickham. Pothwar 
(160-5) crushed St Cross 
Symondians by 79 runs, while 
Wickham’s 127-5 was too 
many for Chawton (117-8). 
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BOUNTYMEN WIN CUP 
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Basingstoke & North Hants CC: S Buxsey, M Stokes, C Williamson, M James, H Smith, C Froud, B Neal, Laurence Benge, Lewis Benge, M Thankachan, J Oates. 


BASINGSTOKE and North Hants se¬ 
cured a thrilling victory over Yateley 
to win their first piece of silverware 
in the club’s 150th anniversary year - 
after the scores were tied on 150. 

The Bountymen reached 150-7 in 
the final of the Don Lynch Aylward 
Cup at May’s Bounty this week. 


There was a nervous finale as Yate¬ 
ley finished on the same score, but 
Basingstoke won by virtue of losing 
fewer wickets. 

Yateley needed 15 off the last over, 
bowled by Martyn James, and the 
skipper admitted that it did not look 
good when the first ball went over his 
head for four. 


With two needed off the last ball, 
Yateley could only manage a single, 
finishing on 150-9 at the end of 15 
eight-ball overs. 

Earlier in the innings, Basingstoke 
teenager Harry Smith produced a 
personal best 5-45 to claim the man- 
of-the-match award as a fitting re¬ 
ward. 


Mitch Stokes led the way for Bas¬ 
ingstoke with 59, supported by 
James (34) and Brad Neal (29), who is 
off to New York on a soccer scholar¬ 
ship next month. 

The victory saw Basingstoke re¬ 
claim the trophy, which they have 
now won four times in the last five 
years. 


Rising star Crane returns to 
Academy for South Wilts tie 


HAMPSHIRE starlet Mason Crane re¬ 
turns to his Academy roots on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Fresh from his successful exploits in 
Hampshire’s first team, the 18-year-old 
leg spinner plays in a powerful Acad¬ 
emy side against Southern Electric 
Twenty20 Cup holders South Wilts on 
the Ageas Bowl Nursery Ground, 4pm. 

The game follows a remarkable week 
for Crane. He took five wickets against 
Durham on his first-class debut, was 
awarded a two-year development con¬ 
tract and had his place in England 
U19s’ 50-over and four-day squads 
confirmed for the forthcoming series 
against Australia. 

Judging by the side manager Bobby 
Parks has named, the Academy are go¬ 
ing all out to win the prestigious com¬ 
petition, which has its final under the 
Ageas Bowl floodlights on August 18. 

It includes Joe Weatherley, who was 
also awarded a two-year development 
contract by Hampshire this week, and 
Tom Alsop and Brad Taylor, who also 
received England U19 call-ups. 

It’s the first of two key T20 ties for 
South Wilts, who play in the ECB 
Club20 regional finals in Surrey next 
weekend. 


Academy: Joe Weatherley (Captain), 
Andy Gorvin, Felix Organ, Brad Tay¬ 
lor, Jake Goodwin, Tom Alsop, Josh 
McCoy, Ben Caldera, Mason Crane, 
Tom Scriven, Tom Barber. 12th man: 
Ryan Murray. 

Bashley (Rydal) and St Cross Symon- 
dians, meanwhile, are busy playing 
catch-up. 

Their delayed quarter-final is also 
tomorrow, at the BCG (3pm). 

Bashley (Rydal): S. Ridley, C. Ridley, 
M. Porter, S. Watkins, C. Vaughan, 
T. Andrews, J. Lilley, T. Jacques, S. 
Thomson, J. Digby, D. Friedman. 

The winners will visit Havant next 
Sunday 

• Bashley (Rydal) have some good 
news for title-chasing Havant and 
South Wilts - Tom Andrews is heading 
back to South Australia. 

Andrews, 20, who scored 114 and took 
7-26 against the Hants Academy last 
week, has been recalled to Adelaide. 

A star of the Ageas Bowl’s Elite In¬ 
ternational Academy, he has a Rookie 
contract with the Redbacks. 

He will miss Bashley’s last three 
games against South Wilts, Sarisbury 
Athletic and Havant. 



Mason Crane (Pic by Neil Marshall) 


Hartley 
stunned 
by defeat 

RYAN Wiltshire celebrated 
his maiden Southern Electric 
Premier League century 
as Bournemouth stunned 
Premier Division 1 smugglers 
Hartley Wintney. 

The former Poole Grammar 
School batsman hit 15 
boundaries and shared a 
thumping 175-run stand with 
Dave Kidner (68) as 
Bournemouth rallied from a 
desperate 46-4. 

They eventually rattled up 
249-7 to narrowly bat the 
north Hampshire side out of 
the game. 

Hartley Wintney came back 
with 231-7. 

Bournemouth lie fourth in 
the SPL1 log, but are 
recognised by the title 
chasing clubs as a dangerous 
loose cannon. 

They play Basingstoke & 
North Hants and New Milton 
in the last fortnight of the 
season. 



Ryan Wiltshire 


Four 100s 
for seniors 

BY tradition, older members 
of the cricketing fraternity 
dig deep and buy their 
team-mates a celebratory jug 
of beer when they make a 
century. 

So, it’s been a pretty joyous 
week in Hampshire Senior 
circles with four separate 
batsmen handing money 
across the bar to satisfy 
parched throats. 

OTs & Romsey’s Max Smith 
got the biggest hundred, 136 
against Berkshire, which 
secured a place in the ECB 
Over-50s quarter-finals. 

Waterlooville left-hander 
Geoff Beale made 112 as the 
60s went down to Kent in a 
high scoring Seevent 
Championship game at 
Gravesend. 

In the second teams, Dave 
Simpson scored 102 against 
Surrey, while Lymington big 
hitter Peter Tapper thumped 
101 against Buckinghamshire. 
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Orangeries from £16,500 
Conservatories from £8,000 

r n Any 5 Windows from £2,145 
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WINDOWS 

TRIPLE GLAZING 

A RATED 

Any 3 Windows 

£1,395 

£1,245 

Any 5 Windows 

£2,395 

£2,145 

Any 7 Windows 

£3,395 

£3,045 

Any 9 Windows 

£4,395 

£3,895 

Any 11 Windows 

£5,395 

£4,795 

| Any 13 Windows 

£6,395 

£5,695 

Any 15 Windows 

£7,395 

£6,295 


Planitherm glass, warm edge spacers used as standard. 
Prices cannot be used in conjunction with other offers. T&C apply. 




dgcos 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS OR GIVE US A CALL 

HILLIERS GARDEN CENTRE ARTURIS GARDEN CENTRE 

Woodhouse Lane, Botley, SO30 2EZ Allington Lane, Fair Oak, Eastleigh SO50 7DD 

01489 789611 023 8069 7220 


Shield are proud to be associated with: 


WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK" Monday to Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm, Saturday & Sunday 10.30am - 3.00pm 

go online for easy quote www.shieldltd.net 


SHIELD Group 

WINDOWS • DOORS 
& CONSERVATORIES 


PENTALVER .:£ 


INNOVATIVE CONTAINER SOLUTIONS 


DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL STORAGE OR WORK 


Pentalver is the UK's leading provider of ISO containers and 
Bespoke container conversions. We have partner depots 
through the UK, Northern Ireland & Ireland for containers to 
be delivered anywhere in the world either through our own 
transport fleet or through our integrated logistics team. 

Since 1999 we have imported over 140,000 new containers 
for the self-storage market in addition to offering refurbished 
containers of various sizes and types. Our dedicated workshop 
teams have converted containers into offices, stables, 
workshops and for numerous other Bespoke applications. 


•AlA. 

9Cg!c 

* A,„ 


Global Freight To 0 ' 3 ' ta ' n a quotation or simply to discuss your requirements boat'show 
ucgK with our friendly sales team, call us now on 02380 338100 -^^41*20^ 
or email sou.sales@pentalver.com ^2015 
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Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/Scalextic spares centre 

New Radio Control Range 
Now Available 

isgaiagsr 



7/9 High Street, Eastleigh SO50 5LB 

www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk | www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 


OWTON’S 


Barbecue 
Busters are 
Back at 
Chalcroft 


harm 


' :■ 


Burnetts Lane, West End, 
Southampton. SO30 2HU. 


BBQ Pack one ” 

• 2kg Spicy chicken wings 

• 1.36kg chicken drumsticks & thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 

Only £29.99 
BBQ Pack two 

• 1kg Sirloin steaks 

• 1.36 chickens drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 

Only £39.99 


• 2.2kg pork sausages 

• 1kg sirloin steaks 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2kg chicken drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1 kg Minted lamb chops 

• 2kg spicy chicken wings 
FREE 48 x 4oz steaks burgers 



SALE NOW ON 

Summer ■^Thc Eurofrai Comfort Shoe Van Dal 

Comfort r f eker 


STEPHAN SHOES 


_____ « II www.owtons.com 

02380 610100 II shop@owtons.co.uk 


OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 9am - 5pm 

Both shops closed on Wednesdays & Sundays 


facebook, 

#chalcroftfarm 


azing value at £59.99 


ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


Sandpiper fitting centre 
184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02380 554437 



St Anne’s Catholic School and Sixth Form College 


A happy and successful school 


Caring for you’ 


Lift and 
reclining 
chairs 
From £495 


Hampshire's leading Girls' School 
with an excellent co-educational 
Sixth Form 


QUOTES FROM 
OFSTED 2012 


02 AUG Bruges via Eurotunnel 
02 AUG Weston-super-Mare 
04 AUG Seaton and Sidmouth 
06 AUG Lewes and the Llama Park 
07 AUG Monkey World (Coach Only) 

07 AUG Bovington Tank Museum (Coach Only) 
13 AUG Longleat Safari Park (Coach Only) 


£40.00 


Y ou can be sure that at St Anne's 
your daughter will make excellent 
progress and grow up in a happy 
and supportive community. The school is 
constantly developing to help pupils meet 
ever-changing demands and we encourage 
them to be independent learners who can 
think creatively and problem solve. St Anne's 
is proud of its long established tradition 
of Christian education where we aim to 
develop the whole person academically, 
socially, spiritually and emotionally. Our top 
class examination results year after year 
demonstrate that teaching and learning here 
will enable the girls to fulfil their potential 
and become confident, successful women in 
the future. 


LIU The school is a very positive, 
vibrant and resilient learning 
community 


£25.00 

£ 20.00 


uu Students leave with GCSE 
results that are significantly better 
than the national average 


£ 20.00 


£ 20.00 


St Anne’s Catholic School, 
Carlton Road, Southampton 
S015 2WZ 

023 8032 8200 


Want to know more? 

Call today on 023 8047 2377 and 
quote SD2507 to request your 
brochure pack. 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 

WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


info@st-annes.uk.com 


www.st-annes.uk.com 


Miss LM Bourne BEd (Hons) 
MEd, NPQH 


Please contact Reception if you wish to 
arrange a visit to the school. 


Coliseum 


Quality coach 
trips have arrived 


GREAT DAYS OUT 


Available here ** • Motabihty 


Call NOW — 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 


www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


Feel hot 


this summer 


for only 



URE CENTRE 


80 684819 

: lemingparkleisure< 


Nothing more to pay until 1st September 
Unlimited gym, swim and classes 


EASTLEIGH 

[borough council 


Operated by Places for People Management on behalf of Eastleigh Borough Council. Terms and conditions api 


•ply- Offer avail; 


lable 23rd to 31st July 2015. 
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Winning streak continues during pre-season 


SHOLING made it nine goals 
scored and just one conceded 
in pre-season as their winning 
streak continued against Gos¬ 
port Borough’s Development 
Squad on Wednesday 

The Boatmen - 2-0 victors at 
Liss Athletic and Cove - this 
time ran out 5-1 winners at 
Privett Park. 

With Dan Dove, Rory Ander¬ 
son and Kevin Brewster all 
picking up injuries, Ryan Gos- 
ney kept goal and Jack Smith, 
Dean Faithfull, Pete Castle and 
Jamie Bulpitt returned to the 
squad. 

Sholing drew first blood af¬ 
ter 13 minutes when skipper 
Byron Mason centred for de¬ 
fender Castle to tap home from 
inside the six-yard box. 

But it was the Boatmen’s sec¬ 
ond goal, scored on 33 minutes, 
that prised open the floodgates. 

Gosport struggled to clear a 
corner and new signing Lewis 
Kelly cracked the ball home via 
the underside of the crossbar. 

Ninety seconds later mid¬ 
fielder Alex Sawyer intercept¬ 
ed a stray pass before making 
it 3-0 and, within four minutes, 
the Borough net was bulging 
again when Tobi Adekunle 
found the top corner from 20 
yards. 

Manager Dave Diaper intro¬ 


duced young Owen Roundell in 
place of Castle for the start of 
the second half having already 
thrown on ex-AFC Totton man 
Bulpitt for Smith, who had a 
tight hamstring. 

Two further changes fol¬ 
lowed shortly after the hour 
with James Davis making way 
for Liam Golding and return¬ 
ing striker Mike Spinney con¬ 
tinuing his comeback to fitness 
in place of Kelly. 

No sooner had the game set¬ 
tled down again than Dan Ma¬ 
son saw his effort strike the 
bar. 

A 35-yard stunner from Gos¬ 
port gave Gosney no chance, 
but Dan Mason soon restored 
the Boatmen’s four-goal cush¬ 
ion, making it 5-1 on 82 min¬ 
utes. 

Mason tweeted afterwards: 
“Good to get my 1st 90 mins un¬ 
der the belt last night and cap 
it with a goal, plenty of them to 
come this season.” 

Sholing continue their pre¬ 
season build-up at Arundel 
today 

They go to South Park next 
Saturday and then round 
things off at home to Peters- 
field on August 4. They make 
their return to Sydenhams ac¬ 
tion the following Saturday at 
AFC Portchester. 



Dan Mason was among the Sholing scorers as the Boatmen beat Gosport’s development 
squad in a friendly. 


Flitney fill-in vital 



Ross Flitney will miss the first few months of the 2015/16 season. 


LOSING goalkeeper Ross 
Flitney for the first two 
months of the new season is 
a hammer blow for manager 
Richard Hill. 

But the Eastleigh boss couldn’t re¬ 
sist a wry smile when gauging the 
fans’ reaction to the news, writes 
Wendy Gee. 

Flitney’s signing provoked mixed 
reactions among the Spitfires’ faith¬ 
ful when he arrived from Gillingham 
in 2012-13. 

But he has been the backbone of 
the side ever since, helping them to 
the Conference South title two sea¬ 
sons ago and straight into the Con¬ 
ference Premier play-offs last term. 

He has won the fans round to such 
an extent that they voted him player 
of the year in the Spitfires’ maiden 
top-flight non-league season. 

“It’s quite ironic that when Ross 
first came here, there were people 
questioning my decision to sign 
him,” said Hill. 

“But now he’s won player of the 
year and everyone’s saying he’s go¬ 
ing to be a big loss for us - and some 
of those are the same people that 
questioned why I signed him!” 

Flitney, 31, cracked a thumb bone 
in training on the second day of pre¬ 
season. 

He is due an operation on Monday 
and, providing there are no compli¬ 
cations, will resume training at the 
end of September. 

Flitney’s young understudy Lewis 
Noice filled in again for Tuesday’s 2-1 
friendly win over Newport County 

But plans were in the pipeline yes¬ 
terday to draft in a more experienced 


pair of hands on loan until January. 

“It’s nothing against Noicey,” said 
Hill. “I just feel we need an experi¬ 
enced keeper for that length of time. 

“With the operation and recovery, 
Ross is not going to come back into 
training until the end of September 
and, with the expectation we’ve got 
at the club now, I can’t take the risk. 

“I can understand Noice being dis¬ 
appointed and, in truth, there’s a bit 
of me that’s glad he is. 

“He’s a good lad, but we’ll be play¬ 
ing a quarter of the season in the two 
months Ross is out. 

“I can’t sign another permanent 


keeper because when Ross is fit 
again that would mean we’d be car¬ 
rying three keepers - two of them on 
experienced keepers’ money when 
we can only afford to pay one [that 
amount].” 

Noice has been joined by three 
more home-grown Eastleigh young¬ 
sters - Tony Lee, Jack Smith and 
Jack Masterton - in the Spitfires’ 
pre-season squad. 

“We’ve given these lads a run-out 
because I’ve got to see if I believe 
they’re capable [of breaking into the 
first-team squad],” said Hill. 

“These young lads have been 


training with us and they’ve worked 
very hard. Pre-season is an ideal 
time to have a look at them.” 

The rookie outfield trio are unlike¬ 
ly to get much game time against 
Oxford United today (3pm), but Hill 
is planning to give them a run-out at 
Salisbury on Tuesday (7.45pm). 

“All the first team will be there, 
but it’s an opportunity for the young 
lads and Toddy [assistant manager 
Chris Todd] might make a cameo ap¬ 
pearance,” said Hill. 

“There’ll be a mixture but the 
young lads will play more minutes 
than the senior lads.” 
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Defender 
is sought 

STEVE Cuss hopes the lure 
of first-team action will help 
Wimborne Town win their 
tug of war with arch rivals 
Poole Town over youngster 
Zach Phelps. 

The 19-year-old defender, 
who came through the 
Cuthbury ranks and made 
four first-team appearances 
last season, has penned 
non-contract terms with the 
Magpies but turned out for 
Poole against Verwood last 
week. 

Dolphins boss Tom Killick 
is interested in adding the 
rookie to his under-21 set¬ 
up, but Cuss - who led 
Wimborne to 13th in the 
Southern One South & West 
last term - has moved to 
persuade Phelps to stay 
with the promise of senior 
action. 

“Zach has been around 
first-team training with us 
for a while now and we think 
very highly of him,” said 
Cuss. “He is one of a few 
players that has played 
regularly for the reserves, 
made the step up and will 
get an opportunity as and 
when we need him. 

“The situation here is that 
we have 16,17 and 18-year- 
olds playing in the first 
team. 

“When you have 15 or 16 
senior players, those 
younger players are next in 
line, so the lads that want to 
play Southern League 
football will get their 
opportunity here.” 

Role shift 

EASTLEIGH’S opponents 
on the opening day of the 
National League season, 
Southport, were at the centre 
of a bizarre occurrence when 
a player they had signed left 
just weeks after. 

Midfielder Peter Cavanagh 
had joined the Merseysiders 
from Altrincham in late May in 
order to perform a player/ 
coach role. 

But the 33-year-old retired 
from playing little more than a 
month later and has taken up 
a position as an academy 
coach at Everton. 

Eastleigh has three 
friendlies remaining - starting 
with today’s visit of Oxford 
United— before they kick off 
2015/16 at Southport on 
August 8. Richard Hill’s men 
visit Salisbury on Tuesday 
before completing their 
preseason warm-up at home 
to Barnet next Saturday (3pm). 
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